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Neither to the beſt, nor yet to the worſh, 
but to the common ſort of Women. 


Viing with 'my elfe being idle, and having little 

eaſe to paſſe the time withall, and 1 being in a 

.gtcat choller againſt ſome women, I mcanc more 

n one; And fo in the ruffe of my fury, taking 

my pen in hand to bcguile the time withall, indeed I might 
haue imployed my ſelfe to better yſe, then in ſuch an idle 
buſineſle, and better it were to pocket vp a peliing iniury, 
than ro intangle my felfe with fuch vermine; for this I 
know, that becauſe women are women, therefore many of 
them will doe that in an houre, which they many tymeswill 
repent all their whole lyfetime after, yet for any iniury that 
I hauc received of them, the more 1 conſider of it, the leſſe 
I eficeme of the ſame: Yet perhaps ſome may (ſay vato me, 
that I haue ſought for honey, caught the Bee by the taile, 
or that 1 haue beene bitte or ſtung with ſome of theſe waſps, 
otherwiſe I could never haue beene expert in bewraying theic 
qualities, for the Mother would never hauec ſought her daugh- 
ter in the Oyen, but that ſhee was there firſt her elſe; In- 
deede I muſt confefſe 1 hauc beene a Traveller this thirty, 
and odde yceres, and many trayailters liue in diſdaine of wo- 
men, the reaſon is, for that their affeQions- are ſo poyloned 
with the hainous evills of vnconſtant women, which they 
happen to bee acquainted with in their travails; for it doth 
fo cloy their ſtomacks, that they cenſure hardly of women 
afterwards; wronged men will not be tongue-tyed: Therefore, 


L 


If you doe ill, you muſt not think to heare well; for albeit" -- 


the world be bad, yet it is not come to that paſſe that men - 


ſhould bearc with all the bad conditions that is in ſome women, -* 


I know I ſhall be bitten by many, becauſe 1 touch many, 
but before 1 goc any further let me whiſper one word in 
your cares, and that is this, whatſoever you think privatly, 
I wiſh you to conceale it with ſilence, leaſt in ſtarting vp 
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to find fault, you proue your ſclues guiliic of theſe mon-: © 
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ftrous accuſations, which are heere following againſt ſome wo. 
men; and theſe which ſpurne, if they find themſeluesrouched, 
proue themſclues ſtarke fooles in bewraying their galled backs 
to the world, for this booke toucheth no ſortof women, but ſuch 
as when they heare it,will goe about to reproue it, for altheugh 
in {oinc part of this booke 1 tripp at your heeles, yet I will 
ſtay by the hand, ſo that you ſhall not fall further than you 
arc willing, although 1 deale with you after the manner of 
a ſhrewe, which cannot caſe her curſt heart but by he vn+ 
happy tongue: If 1 bee too earneſt, beare with mee a little, 
for my meaning 1s not to ſpeake much of theſe that are good, 
and 1 ſhall ſpeake too little of theſe that are naught, but 
yet 1 will not altogether condemne the bad, but hoping to 
better the good by the naughty examples of the bad: For 


theie is no woman fo good, but hath one idle part or other 


in hz, which may bee amended; for the cleareſt River that 
1s tata ſoine dut in the bottome, Iewels are precious, but yet 
the, are not all of one price, nor all of one vertuc: Gold is 


nor all of one picture, no more are woman all of one diſpo- 


{11017 won.en are all neceſſary evills, and yet not all given 


i: wickedneſle, and yet many fo bad, that in my conceit, if 


: th-uld ſpeake the worlt that I know by ſome women, I 
Mould make their cares glow that heares me, and my tongue 
would blifter to report it, but it is a great diſcredit for a man 
to bee accounted for a ſcold, for Colding is the maner of 
Shrowes, therefore | had rather anſwere them with ſilence 
which find fault, then ſtrue to winne the Cucking-ſtoole 
from them. Now me thinks 1 heare ſome curious Dames giue 
their raſh judgements, and ſay that I having no witt, deſcant 


ag1inc, 1f I belie you, indge me vnkind; but if 1 ſpeake the 
tructh, 1 ſhall be the better believed another tyme; and if I 
had wrote never ſo well it 1s impoſlible to pleaſe 2ll, and 
if never fo ill, yet 1 ſhall pleaſe ſome, Let it bee well or 
ill, 7 looke for no prailc for my labour; L am weined from 


my mowacis tcat, and therefore never more to bee fed with 


QI 
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.-ypon women which haue more wit then men! to aufwere you | 
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To the Reader, 
her pap, wherefore ſay what you will, for T will follow my 


owne vaine in vafolding every pleat, and ſhewing every 
wrinkle of a womans diſpoſition, and yet 1 will not wadeſo 
fare over the ſhooes, but that I may returnedry, nor fo farre 
in, but that I may eaſily eſcape out; anJ4 yet for all that [ 
muſt. coufeſſe my ſelfe to bee in a fault, and that I haue of- 
ended you beyond ſatisfation, for it is hard to gue a ſuf- 
ficient recompence for a ſlaunder, and yet h-reafter if by no 
meanca I.cannot obtaine. your favour to bee one of your 
Fulpet men, yet ycu cannot deny me to be oncof your Pariſh, 
and therefore if you pleaſe but to place me in the body of 


[the Church hereafter, you (hall find my devotion fo great 


towards you, as he that knecleth at the chancell doore: for 
I wrote this boake with my hand, but not with my heart, 
Indeed when 1 firft began to write this booke, my wits 
were gone a wooll-gathring, in ſo much, that in a manner 
forgetting my ſclfe, and £» in the rough of my fury, I vowed 
for cycr to hee an open enemy vato women, but when m 
furic was a little paſt, 1 began to confider the blaſphen,y 
of this infamous hooke againſt your ſees, I then tooke my 
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pen, and cut him in twentie pieces, and had it not beene for 
hurting my ſclfe, 1 would haue cut my owne fingers which 
held my pen: And furthermore for a pennance I doe. craue 


| that my fcif= may be a Tulge againſk my felfe; but yet af 


ſure your ſclfe of all evills 1 will chooſe the lealt, wherefore 
I chooſe cather to beare a faggot, then burne by the faggot: 
You may perceciue the wind is changed into another doore, 
and that 1 beginne to be ſea ficke, and. yet not paſt halfe 
Ja mile on the ſalt water, and that my mouth hath vttered 
Jthat in my fury, which my heart never thought, and there. 
{fore 1 confeſſe that my tongue hath gone beyond ny witts, 
{for 1 doc ſurmiſe, that the fauce which 1 haue made is too 
{ſharpe for your dyct, and the flowers which 1 hane gatherd 


Jarc too ſtrong for your noſes; But jf I had brought little 
dogs from 1/{and, or fine glaſſcs from ez e, then T am ſure that _ 
you would cither haue wocd me to haue then, or wiſhed to ſeg; 
A 3 them, 
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' barke more at mee, than Cerberi the two headed dog 


b Projerpins, and yet I charge them now but with a Sul-ruſh! 


"bv Eperee 


them, But T will heere conclude this firſt Fpiffle, praying you 
with patience to hear the reſt, for if I offend you atthe firſt, [ 
will make you amends at the laſt. and fo 1leaue you to Him 


whoſe ſcate is in Heaven, and whoſe foot-tole is the Earth, 
Yours im the way of Honeſty, 
Thomas Tel-trouth. 


Read it if you pleaſe, and like as you lift, neithey 
zo the wiſeft Clarke, nor yet to the Rarkeſt 
Foole, but witto the ordinarie ſort of giddy 
headed young men I ſend this greeting, 


F thou meane to (ce the Bear-bayting of women, then 
trudge to this beare-garden apace, and 2S in betimes, and 
wiew cvery roome where thou maiſt beſt fit, for thy owne 
pleaſure, profite, and hearts caſe, and beare with my rude- 
neſſe if 1 chance to offend thee: But before I openthistrunk 
full of torments againſt women, 1 thinke it were not amiſſe 
to reſemble thoſe which in old times did ſacrifices to Here 
tes, for they vſcd continually firſt to whip all their dogs out 
of their Cittie, and I think it were not amiſle to driue all 
the women out of my hearing, for doubt leaſt this little ſpark 
kindle into fuch a flame, and raiſe {0 many ſtinging Hornets 
humming about my cares, that, all the witt I haue will not 
vench the one nor quiet the other, for 1 feare me that [ 
haue ſet downe more then they will lyke of, and yet a 
great deale lefſe than they deſerue, and for better proofe I 
refer my ſelfe to the en of men, which haue more 
experieace than my felfe , for I efteeme little of the walice 


' of women, for Men will be perfiwaded with reaſon, but w5. 


men muſt be anſwered with ſilence; for I know women wil 


at Hercr/es, when he came into Hell to fetch cut rhe faire 


in. 
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To the Reader 


in reſpe& of a ſecond booke, which is almoſt ready: } dne 
now but fret them with a falſe fire, but my next charge ſhall 
be with weapons, and my larum with powder and ſhor, for 
then we will goe ypon theſe yvenemous Addars, Serpentsand 
" Snaks, and tread and trample them vnder our feet, for | haue 
knowne many men ſtung, with ſome of theſe Scorpions, and 
therefore I warne all men to beware the Scorpion; I know 
women wil! bite the lippe at me, and cenſfire har4ly of me, 
but I feare not the curſt Cowe, for ſhee commonly hath 
ſhort hornes; let them cenſure of me what they will, for I 
meane not to make them my Iudges, and if they ſhoot their 
ſpite at me they may hitt themſclues, and fo 1 will ſaille at 
: wa as at the fooliſh ly which burneth her ſelfe in the 
candle: And fo friend Reader if thou haſt any diſcretion at 
all, thou mayeſt take a happy example by theſe woſt laſcivi- 
ous , and crafty, whooriſh, theeviſh, and knaviſh women, 
which were the cauſc of this my idle time ſpending, and yer 
I hauc no warrant to makerhee beleiue this, which 2 write ta 
be true, but yet the ſimpl: Bee gathereth hony where the vene- 
mous Spider doth her poyſon; ind fo I will hinderthee no longer 
from that which enſucth but heere I will conclude, leaſt thou 
haft cauſe to ſay that my Epiftles are tonger than my byoke, a 
Booke I hope 1 may call it without any offence, for the Collyer ' 
calls his horſe a horſe, and the Kings great Stecd is vuta horſe, 
If thou read but the beginning of a booke, thoy canſt 
/ giue no iudgement of that which enſueth; Therefore 1 ſay 
as the Frier, who in the midſt of his Sermon ſaid often, 
| that the beſt was behinde: And ſo if thou reade it all over, 
n thou ſhalt not bee deluded, for the beſt is behind; I think 
1 hauc ſhott ſo neere the white, that ſome will account me 
for a god Archer; and fo praying thee to looke to thy foo- 
[} ting, that thou runne not over thy ſhooes, and ſo bee palt 
| - recoycry befoxe my ſ{ccond booke come, 


Thy fitend nayeleſſe, 
To kzepe my ſelfe blaml:ſſe, | 
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The firſt Chapter ſheweth to What w/e Women Were 
made, it alſo ſhewerh that moit of them dege-= 
nerate from the wſe they were framed 
onto, by leading a proud, laſie, and 
5dte Iyfe, to the great hinderance 
of their poore Husband;. 


> OSES deſcixibeth a woman thus: 
At the firſt beginning ( faith he ) a 
4 woman was made to be a helper vr;- 
J to man, and 1o they are indeede, for 
ſhee helpeth to ſpend and conſume 


ow WS :hat which man painefully gertcth. 
He alto faith thatFhey were made of the ribbe of a 


man, and that-their froward nature ſheweth; for a 


. Tibbe 18a crooked thing, good for nothing eifc, and 
w oman are crooked by nature; for {mall occafion. 
wiil cauſe them to bee angry) + 

. Againe in a manner ſhe was no ſooner made, 
but ſtraight way her minde was fet vpon miſ- 
chiclc, ihe by her aſpiring minde, and wanton will 
ſhee quickly procured mans fall, and therefore e- 
ver ſince they are, and hane beene a woe vrt» 
man, and follow the line of their firſt leader. 

For I pray. you let vs conſider the times paſt with 
the time preſent, firſt. hat of David and Solomon, 
-1f they had occalion ſo many h uadrerh yeeres agoe 


{ to exclaime fo bitterly againſt women, forthe ane + 4 
1 of them fſafd, that it was better to bea daore kee- »- 


Per 
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! per, and berter dwell in a den amongſt Lions, than e 
\ tobeinabouſe with a frowardand wicked woman: 

' andtheotherfaid, that the climming vp of aſandy 
hill to an aged man was nothing fo weariſomeas to 
betroubled witha froward man: and further hefaith, 
that the malice of a beaſt is not like the malice of a 
wicked woman, nor that there is nothing&more dan 
gerous then a woman in her fury, 

The Lyon being bitten with hunger, the Beare 
being robbed of her young ones, the Viper being 
trode on, all theſe are nothing ſo terrible as the fury 
of a woman. {A Bucke may beincloſed in a Parke, 
a bridle rules a horſe, a Woolfe may be tyed, a Ty- 
ger may be tamed, but a froward woman will never 
be tamed, no ſpur will make her goe, nor no bridle 
will hold her backe, for if a woman hold an opini- 
on, no man can draw her from it; tell her of her faule - 


| ſhe willnotbelecuethat ſhe 1s in any fault, giue her 
| goodcounſell,but ſhe will not take it if you doe bur 
| look after anorher woman, then ſhe will be jealous: 
' the morethoulovyeſt her the more ſhe will diſdaine 
| thee, and if thouthreatenher then ſhe will be wars 
Matter her and then ſhe will be proud, and if thou 
forbeare her it maketh her bould,and if thou chaſten 
her, then ſhe will turffe to a Serpent; ata word a 
| woman will never forget an injury, nor giue thanks _ 
| foragood turne: what wiſe man then will — 
| gold for dro, pleaſure for paine; a quiet lyfe for 
wrangling braules, from the which the maried men *» J* 
. are never free, A | 
* Solems2n {ith that the women are like vnto wine, oe 
\ that 


' 
$ 
: 


that they will make men drunk with their deviſes. 
Againe in their lone, a woman 1s compared toa 
pomming ſtone, for which way ſoeyer you turne a 
pomming itone, it is full of holes; even ſo are 
womans hearts, for if loue {tcaie in at one hole, 
it ſteppeth our at another. | 
They are alſo compared vnto a painted ſhip, 
which ſeemeth faire outwardly, and yet nothing bur 
ballace within her, or as the Idolls in Spasze, which 
are brauely gilt outwardly, and yet nothing but lead 
within them, or like vnto the Sea, which at fome- 
times is ſo calme, that a cockbote may fafely endure 
her might, but anone againe without rage ſhe is fo 
grown, that it overwhelmeth the talleſt ſhipthatis. 
FA froward woman is compared to the wind, and 
aſtill woman vnto the Sun, for the ſun and the wind 
met a traveiller in the way, and they laid a wager, 
whichof them ſhould get hiscloake from him firſt; 
then firſt the wind began boiſtrouſly ro blow, but 
the more the wiad blow'd, the more the traveller 
wrapped his cloake about him, when the winde 
had done what he could, and was never the neerer; 
then began the ſun gently to ſhine vpon him, & he 
threw off not only his cloake bur alſo his hat & jer- 
kin;#his morail ſheweth that a woman with high 
words can ger nothing at the hands of her husband, - 
never by froward 'meanes, but by gentle and faire | 
meanes ſhe may get his heart bloud to doe her good/ 
As women are compared vnto many things, even 
ſo many'and many more troubles commeth galics - 
ping aiter the hceles of a woman, that young men». 
| pctors: 
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t efore hand doe not think of, for the world is not 
made all of otemeall,nor all is not gold that gliſters, 
ncr the way to Heavenis not {trewed with ruſhes, 
no more is the cradle of caſe ina womans lappz If 
thou were a {eryant or in bondage before, yet when 


thoudoeſt marry, thy toile is never the neererended, 


foreventhen and not before thou doeſt change th 
golden time for a drop of hony, which preſently af- 
terwards turneth to be as bitter as wormwood. 
Yet there are many young men which cudgell 
their wittsand beatetheir braines,and ſpend all their 
time in the love of women, and if they ger a ſmile, 
or buta fayour at their loues hand, they ſtraight way 
are ſoraviſhed with joy, yea ſo much,thatthey think 
they haue gotten God by the hand, bur within a 
while after, they will find that they hane bur 
the Devill by the foote. A man may generally 
ſpcake of women, that for the moſt part thou 
ſhalt find them diſſembling in their deeds, and 
in all their aRioas ſubtill and dangerous for men 


'' to dcale withall, for their faces are lures, their 


bcautics are bayts, their lookes are netts, and their 


; -wordes charmcs, and all to bring men to ruine. 


There is an old ſaying goeth thus, that he which 
Hath a faire wife and a white horſe ſhall never bee 


withour troubles, fora woman that hath a faire face 


it is ever matched with a cruell heart, and her Hea- 
veniy lookes with hell:ith thoughts, their modeſt 
countenance with mercileflc minds, for woman can 
both ſmooch & ſooth: They are ſo cunning in the art 


' offlattery,as if they hadVocenc bound prentiſe to the 


trade, 
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trade, they haute Sixensſongs toallure thee, and Xer- 
xescunning to inchauntthee,they beare two tongues 
in one mouth, like /#das, and two hearts in one 
breſt, like 4agzs; the one full of ſmiles, and the 
other full of frownes, and ail to deceiue the ſimple 
and plaine meaning men, they can with Fatyer out 
of one mouth blow both hore and cold. 

And what of all this? Why nothing but totell 
thee that a woman is better loſt then tound, bet- 
ter forſaken then taken. S*. Pax fayeth that they 
which marry doe well, bur he alſo faith, that they 
which marry not doe better, and hee no doubr 
was well adviſed vhat he ſpake. Thenif thou bee 
wiſe, keepe thy head out ofrhe halter, and take heede 
before thou haue cauſe to curſe thy hard pennyworth 
or with the Preiſt ſpeachlefſe which kmt the knot. 

The Philoſophers which lived in the old time, 
their opinions were ſo hard of marriage, that they 
never delighted therein, for one of them being a{-*+ 
ked why he married no:? he anſwered, that it was 
too ſoone, and afterwards when he was old, he was 
asked the ſame queſtion, and he faid then it was too 
late: and further he faid, that a maried man hath but 
two good dayes t5 be looked for, that was, the 
marriage day, and the day of his wifes death, for 
a woman will feede thee with hony, and poyfon 
thee with gall. Diogenes was ſo dogged, that he. 
abhorred all women, and A#gu571s he withed, that 


' I” he had lived wifclefſe, and dyed childlefte. 


On a time one asked Socrates. whether he were 
berter to marry or to liue ſingle? -and he made an- 


{were, Ro 


fiwere, which ſoever thou doeſt it will repent thee, 


for if thou marricſt not, then thou wilt line diſcon- 
rented, and dye without iflae, and fo perhapsa ſtran- 
gcrſhall poficle thy goods; and if thou doeſt marry 
thou ſhalt haue continuall vexations, her dowrie wil 
be often caſt in thy diſh, it ſhce doe bring wealth 
with her; againe if ſhe complaine, then her kinsfolk 
will bend the browes, and her mother will ſpeake 
her pleaſure by thce; and if thou marrieſt only for 
faire looks, yet if thou maycſt hap to goe without 
them, whenthou lookeſt for them: and if thou mar- 
rieſt one that is fruitfull in bearing of children, then 
will thy care be the more increaſed, for little doth 
the father 'know what ſhall bee the end of his 
children, and if ſhe be barren thou wilt loth her, 
and if honeſt thou wilt feare hcr death, and if 
vnhoneſt thou wilt be wearie of thy lyte, for 


when thou haſt her, thou muſt ſupport her 1n all. , 


her bad actions, and that will be fuch a perpetuall 
burden vnto thee, that thou hadſt even as good: 
draw water continually to fiil a bottomlefle tubb. 

A gentleman on a time faid to his friend, I can 
helpe you to a good marriage for your foune, his 
friend made him this an{ivere; my fon ({aid he) ſhall. 
ſay ſtill till he haue more wit, the gentleman replt- 
ed. againe, fayirg, if you marric him nor before he 
hath wit, he will never marry ſo long as he liveth. 

For a married man is1ike vnto one areſted, and I 


think that many a man would flye vp into Heauen, : 
1f this areſt of marriage kept them not backe, Iris 


laid of one named Domettas that hee buried three 
Wlues, 


* 


whues, and yet never wet one handketcher , no, 
nor ſhed not ſo much as one teare: alſo YVi:ſſes had a 
dog, which loved him well, and when that his dog 
dycd, he wept bitterly, but he never ſhed oneteare 
when his wife dyed, wherefore if thou marrieſttor 
noreſpet but for bare loue only, then thou wilt af- 
terwards with ſorrow fſaye , that there is more 
belongeth to houſckeeping then foure bare legges in 
a bed: a man cannotliue with his hands in his bo- 
ſome, nor buy meat in the market for honeſtie with- 
out money: where there 1s nothing but bare walles, 
it is a fit houſe to breed beggers into the world: yet 
there are many which thinke whenthey are marri- 
ed that they may liue by loue, but if wealth be wan= 
ting, hot loue will ſoone be cold, and your hot de= 
ſires will be ſoone quenched with the ſmoke of po- 
verty. To whatend then ſhould we liue in loue, ſce- 
ing 1t is a fe more to be feared then death, for all 
the monie waſteth in toyes, and is ſpent in banquet- . 


ting, and all thy time in fighes and fobbs to thinke 


% i 
( 


vpon thy trouble, and charge, which commonly 
commeth with a wife, for commonly women are 
proude without profite, and that is a good pur- 
gation for thy purſe, and when thy puric is hight 
then will thy heart bee heavy. 

The pride of awoman is like the dropfſie, for as 
drinke increaſeth the drouth of the One, even ſo mo- 
ney enlargeth the pride of the other: thy purſe muſt 


. Fealwayes open to feede their fancy, and ſo thy ex- 
| pences will be great, ard yet perhapsthy gettings 


{mall, thy houſe muſt be ſtored with coltly;tuffe, 


and- * ' 


12% 


and yet perhaps thy Servantes ſtarycd for latke of 
meat,thou muit diſcharge the Merſers booke,& pay 
the Habcrdaſhcrs man,tor her hat muſt continually 
be ofthenew faſhion.and her gowne of finer wooll 
then the ſheepe bearcth any: ſhe muſt likewiſe haye 
her iewell box farniſhed, eſpecially ifſhe beautifill, 
tor then commonly beauty & pride gocth together, 
and a beautifuil woman 1s for the moſt part coſtly and 
no good hulſiwite:and'if ſhe bee a good huſwite then 
no {cruant will abide her feirce cruelty,and if-ſhe be 
honeſt and chaſte,then commoaly ſheis jealous : a 
Kings crowne anda faire woman 1s defired of many. 
Bur he that getteth either of them lineth in great 
troublcs,and hazard of his life:he that getreth a faire 
woman 1s like vnto a Priſoner loaden with fetters of 
gold,for thou ſhaltnot fo oft kiſle the ſweete lips of 
thy beautifull wife,as Mou ſhalt bee driyento ferch 
birter ſighexfrom thy forrowfull heart in thinking F | 


.ofthe charge which cometh by her,for ifthon deny || | 


her of ſuch toyes as ſhe ſtandes not in neede of; and | 
yet is defirous of them, then ſhee will quickly ſhut 
thee our of the doores of her fayour,& deny thee her 


.” perſon,and ſheww her ſelfeas it were at awindow 

&- playing vpon thee, not with ſmall ſhor, but with a 

-  cruell rongue ſhe will ring thee ſucha peale,that one 

- would thinke the dinell werecome from hell, faying 

- -Tmight hauc had thoſe which wonld haue 'maintat- 

ned melikea woman, where as now I goe likeno 

E- body:bu: I will be maintainedif thou were't hanged * |} 
F - with ſuch like words ſhe will vexe thee, blubbring 

> forth aboundance of dillembling teares(toryyomen 


doe 


——— — — — 
—__——  _—_— — 


f| docteachtheir ciesto weepe )for doe but croſſe a ; 


wom3 althoughit be never {6little;ſhe will ſtraighe 


put finger inthe ele & cry , thenmany a fooliſh man * 


will flatter her and intreat her to bee quier, but that 
marres al, for the more ſhe is intreated ſhe wil poure 
forth the more aboundance of decertfall teares, and 
therefore no more to bee pittied thentoſeea Gooſe 
ng foote, for they haue teares' at command, {6 

aue they wordesat will,;and oathes at pleafare, for 
they make as much of an oath,asa Marchanr doeth 
which wilt forſweare him felte for the getting of a 
penny.l neuer yet knew woman that would deny to 


{weare in defence of her owne honeſty and alwayes 


ſtanding highly vpon it,although ſhee bee aſhamed 

to wearcit 1n winter for catching of coulde, nor in 

ſimmer for heate fearing leſt ir may melt -away, 
Many will fay this which I-write ts true, and yet 


they cannot beyare ofthe'Denlll vntil they are pla+ 
gaed with his dame;the little lambe skips and leaps : 


till the Fox come; and ther-hee quiyers and ſhakes: 


the Bearedaunces at the ſtake till the Dogs be yp- + 

their .- 
money vntill they come into the hands of theenes; 
eact{o, ſome will neuer be warned, and therefore rs _ 
not ro be pitticd ifthey be harmed, what are wome + 


on his backe:and ſome times men never 


that makesthee ſo greedily to gape afcer them : In- 


deede, ſome their faces are. fairer and beautifuller = 
thenorhers, ſome againe ſtand highly vppon their. 


+ fine foote and hand,or elſc all women area like:Toke 


mans Proverbe, who gane-agreat 
p 


is as good as my Lady, according to the Countrey/ pF 
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7 tolyewitha Lady,and going homewards he made 


a grieuous mone for his. money, and one being on, 
the other ſide the hedge heard him ſay that his [xe 
at home was as good as the Ladys-,.But whether- 
this bee true or no my ſelfe I doe not know, but 
you haue it as I heard it.- . ©, | | 
» If thou marrieſt a woman of evill report, her 
diſcredit will bee a ſpot in thy. brow, thou,canſt 
not goe in the ſtreet without mocks, noramongl(t 
thy neighbours without frumps, and commonly 
the faireſt woman are ſooneſt entyſed to yeeld yn- 
to vanity: hee that hath a faire wife and a whet- 
ſtone euery one will bee whetting thereon, and a 
Caſtle is hard to keepe when it is afſalted by many, 
and faire women are commonly catched at; he that 
marrietha faire woman. every, one.will wiſh . his 
death to-inioy her, and if thou bee never fo rich, 
and yet but a clowne in condition, . then will thy 
Hire wife haue her credit to -pleaſe her fancy, for a 
Diamond hath not his grace but in. golde, nomore 
hath a faire woman her tull commendartions but -in 
the ornament of her braucry, by which ,meanes 
there are divers wome whoſe beauty; hath brought 
their husbands into great pouerty and diſcredit by 
. -their pride.and whoordome, afaire woman com- 
| monly will goe like a Peacocke, and her:husband 
muſt goelike a W oodcocke. © 1 (M246 
That great giant Pamphimgpho who bad Bearcs 


. waiting vpon him like dogges, and he could make , 


, tame any wilde. beaſt; ye 2 wanton woman hee 
\ hee. could never rulcggbf turne to hig-will. 


s - Salomon 


mrs 


m. 
w 


= 7 piety, | is 
- Satemon: was the wiſeſt Prince that cuer. was, 


li, | yer. hee luſtedafter fo many women that they made. 


; 


himquickly. forſake his God which did alwayecs 


- | guide his Reppes, ſo long as hee lined: godly. 


b 


And was not David the beſt. beloued of God & 
a_ mighty Prince, yct- for the loue of woracn hee 
purchaſed the diſpleaſure of his God. ISamſon was 
the ſtrongeſt manthat ever was; for every lock of 
his head was the ſtrength of another man, yet by a 
woma hewas overcome, he revealed his ſtrength 
and payed his life for that folly.. Did not Teſabef. 
for her wicked luft cauſe her. husbands blood. to. 
beegivento doggs? \ | 
. Jobs wife gaue her husband. counſell to blaſpheme 
God andto curſe him. 

' Agamemnons wite for a ſmall iniury that her hu(- 
band aid her, ſhe firſt commirted adultery, and 
afterwards conſented to his death. 

Alſoget wiſe of Hercnles, ſhe gaue her husband_ 
a poyloned ſhirt, which- was no ſooner on his 
backe, 'but did ſticke fo faſt, that when he would 
haueplucked it off it tore th: fleſhwithit. 

If thou wilt anoyd theſe cuills ; thou muſt with 
Pliſſes bind thy ſelfe to the maſt -of the ſhip as hee 
did,orelſe it would haue coſt him his life,for others. . 
wiſethe Syrenian women would hauc intifed him * 
into the Sea, if hee had not ſo done, | | 

It is wonderfull to ſee the mad feates of women, 
for ſhee will bee now merry, then againe fad; now 
laugh.then weepe, now ſick, then prefeatly whole, - - 
all things which like notrhem is naught, aud ifit be *: 

; S + hs _ 


. 
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nener ſo bad if it like themit is excellent; apaineitis 


Geathfor a woman to bee denied the'thing which 
they demaund : add yer they will deſpiſe-thingey 
glue them vnacked. CEE DES 

Whena womi wanteth any thing,fhe wil flatter 
and ſpeaks faire,not much vnlike the flattring- But« 
cher who gently claweth the Oxe, when hee inten- 
dethto knock him on the head;bur the ' thing being 
once obtained and their deſires gained, thenthey 
will begin to looke bigge andanſwere ſo ſtatly, and 
ipeake 1o ſcornfully,that one would imagine they 
would neuer ſeeke helpe nor crane comtortatrhy 
hands any more.But a woman is. compared ynto a 
ſhip, which being neuer ſo well riged, yet one. thing 
or other 15 to be amended;cuen fo giue a womanalt 
that ſhe can demannd today,yet ſhee will be out of 
reparations to morrow Par want onething or other. 

Women arecalled night Crowes, for that com- 
moaly in the night they will make requeſt for ſuch 
toyes as commeth in their headesin the day; for 
women know their time to worke their craftsfarin 
the night they will worke a manlike wax,and draw 


him like as the Adamant doth the Iron , and hau- 


ing once brought him.to the bent oftheir bow then 
ſhee makes requeſt fora gowne ofthe newfaſhion 
ſaffe: or for apitticote of the fineſt ſtamell; or for a 
hat of the neweſt faſhion; her hasband ouercome 
by her flattring ſpeach and partly he yeildethtoher 
requeſt althoughit be a griefe to him forthat he-can 
hardly ſpare it out of his ſtock, yet forquictnes fake 


| Kee doth promiſe what ſhee demaundeth, partly be- 


cauſe 


ene hee would leepe quietly in his bed: agaipe 
every married man knows this that a woman will 
rophu quiet ifher mind bee ſer ypon a thiyg till 
16E MM. | 
Now. ifthou driue her off with delayes, then her 
forchead will bee fo full of frownes as if ſhe threat- 
ned to make clubbs trump, and thou ngyer a black 
cardein thy hand; for except a woman. have what 
ſhee will, ay what ſhee liſt, and goe where ſhee 
pleaſe, otherwiſe thy houſe will befo full of ſmoke 
that thou canſ{t not ſtay in it. 
tisfaid thatan old dog anda hungry flea byte 
fore, but in my .minde a froward woman byteth 
more ſorer; & 1fthougoe about to maſter a womi 
in hope to bring.her tohumulitie, there is no way 
r9.make hir good with ſtripes except thou beat hir 
to death, for do whatthou wilt, yet a froward wo- 
man inhir frantick mood will pull, haule, fiyerue, 
ſcratch andteare all that ſtands 1n her way | 
"What wilt thou that Hay more, Ohthou poore 
married man, if women doc got feelethe raige yer 
heere is aſhowre comming which will wet them 
tothe skinnes, a woman which is fairein ſhowei1s 
foule in condition,ſhe is like a glow-worme which 
is bright it'the hedge and black in the hand; inthe 
greeneſt grafſe lyeth hid the greateſt Serpents:pain- 
ted pottes commonly holde deadly GPM: and -in 
the cleareſt water the vglieſt Tode, and the faireſt 
'S womanhath ſome filrhinefle in her. SO 
Allis not gold that gliſtereth, a ſmiling count{-+ 
' nance isno ceptainteftimoniall of a merry heart,nor.. # 
B 3 coſUy.. 


coltly garments'of a rich purſe ; men doe notcom= 
mcud a indge for that hee wearetha Skartet gowne 
bur for his 1uſt dealing ; no'morearewom p to bee 
eltcemed of by the ornament of their tilhay > but 


of 


* for their good behaviour , yet there is'no' rinet ſo 


cleare but there-is ſome :durt in the bottome ; But 


-many a than in this land neede not goe any fur- 
.. ther for-examples , but heere wee may fee matiy 


fooles in enery place ſhared in womens nets after a 
liclefamiltiaritic and acquantance with them, TI think 
if they were nambred thenumber would paſle-in- 


- finite, if it were poſſible, which for the loue off 
want6ons have loſt their voyagesatſea to theirgreat 


hinderances, and many other haue never regarded 
the farre diſtancewhich they hane beene ffamtheir 
countrey and friends,vntill they had confumedtheir 
ſabſtance,and then being aſhamed to returne home 
againe.in ſuch bad fort, ['theaneby weeping croſle 
and pennyles bench;tnany of them rather chooſe 
to deſerue Newegate and fo come to Tyburne, farre 


contrary from thezexpeRtation of their friends and 


Parents, which had otherwiſe provided for them 
itthey had had grace or would haue beene ruled. 


CH AP. 


"The ſecond Chapter ſheweth the manner of ſuch Women as 


_ 


liuc vpon evill report: Italſo ſheweth that the beawty 'of 
"Women hath beene the bane of many a man, for _it hath , 
ouercome valiaunt and ſtrong men, dloquent and fibril 


_ "men. Andina word it hath overcome all men, asby ex- 


amples following ſhall appeare. 


Firſt 
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Irſt that of Salomon ynto whom God gaue 
£4 ſingular wit and wiſdome, yet he loucd to 
og many wome that hequite forgot his God 
which alwaies did guide his ſteppes, ſo long as hee 


lined godly and ruled juſtlie, but after he-had glut- 


ted him{cite with women, then hee could fay,ani- 
ty of yagity; all is but vaaity; he alfo in his booke 
of Proverbs. exclatmes molt bitterly againſt lewde 
women,calling them all thatnaught is and alfo diſ- 
playeth their properties, and yer I can not lier men 
goe blameleſle although wame goe ſhameleſſ; bur 
1 will touch them both, for if there were not re - 
celuers,then there would not be ſo many ſtealers: if 
there. were not ſome knaves there would not be fo 
many whoors for they both hold together to boul- 
ſters each others villany, for alwayes birdes of a 
fether will flocke together hand to hand to boul- 
ſter each others villany. 

Men I fay may line without women, but wo- 
men cannot line withour men: For Venus whole - 

aty, was excellent faire, yet when ſhee needed 


mans help ſhe took Yulcan,a clubfooted Smith. And 


therefore if a womans face gliſter, and her Ieſture . 
pearce the marble wall, or if. hir rongae be ſo ſmo- 
oth as oile or (o ſoft as filke, and tur words ſo fiveet ' 

as honey: or if ſhe werea very Ape for witt, ora 
bagg of golde for wealth: or ifher pexſonage haue 
ſtoine away all that nature can affoord; and if ſhee 
be deckt vp'in gorgeous apparell, then a thouſand 
to one but ſheewwill lone'to walke where ſhee miy. 
get acquaintance, and acquaintance- bringeth fa- 
B +4 miliarity, 
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 miliariry; and familiarity . ſetteth all follics rol 
. andtyyenty40 one -that- if a womanione: 
| oe (hep will pawne her honow: to picaſc be 
antalies-, --, T1 > 

'Man.mult be at allthe colt & yer liue bythe lofle: 
' amanmult takeall the paines & women willſpend 
- all thee gaines,a manmuſt-watch and ward; fighrand 
_defend,tillthegraund, labour inthevi :and 
looke what hee gettethin ſeanen yeares, a woman 
will ſpread itabraade with a forkemoney 
yet little enough to qeares her tyrne, butra great deale 
- too little, to.get her good will, nayiif +thougie her 
',neuerſo.mugh; yet i thy-perſonage pleat not her 
humour theawill1 tet ea halle-pennyiſor: her 
- honeſty.atthe yeare 

For {eng b rs breaſt wilkbee the F EX WICION of an 

. enuioys heart and her heart. che ſtoxe-houle of poy- 

ſoned hatred, her head will deviſe villany,and-her 
.- hands arc readiet o-prattiſe that which their heart 
| gehreths Then who canbur ſay-that-woman ſprung 
romthe,deuil, whoſe heads, hands, and heart 
mandes and foules are epill,for womenarc Called he 
hooke of all cuill.becauſe menare taken by them as 


Wi; Aiſhistaken withthehooke,., ,,1- ;;--! ,. + 


For women havea thouſand wayesto intiſe thee, 
and ten thouſand wayes todgceiue thee,and all ſach 
: fvoles as aty. ſurors venta them, ſomethey keepe in 
hand \v ith promiles, ane {ome they feede with flat- 


tery,and Bhs they yak A wh dalliances.and forne ' 


they pleafe wirh ki layout; the fouldes-of 
tneir haireto entangle men Tap theirlgue: making 
$4 2'S | to Un Ne betwixt their breaſt ts 10 the vale 
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ofdelicaBtionand in their beds there is hell;forrow 
repentance. Eagles cate not men till they arg 
dead but women devour them aliue , fora vox Son 
will pick thy pocket and empty thy.purſe, laugh in 


thy face and cut thy throat,they are vngrarcfull,per- 
ured, full of trand, flouting and'deccir, vaconſtant, 


Wwaſpiſh;toyiſh,light, fallen, proud, diſcurteous and 
cruell, and yet they were by God created, and by 
nature formed, and therefore -by -pollicy and wit- 
dome to bee anoyded, for good things abuſedare to 


:beerefuſed, orelſe for a monthes pleature ſhee may 


hap to make thee goe ſtark naked, ſhe will giuethte 
roſtmcaribut ſhee will beate-thee with the ſpirt, if 
thou haſt crownes in thy -purſe, ſhee will bee thy 
hearts gold, vntill ſhe-leane thee not a whit of white 
money, they are ltke ſummer birds, for they will a- 
bide-no ſtorme, but lockeabout-thee in the pride 


of thy gory, andflye fromithee' in the ſtormes of 
_aMidton for theyaime more at thy welth then ar thy 


perſon, and eſteem more thy money then ary mans 
verteous qualities, for they eſteeme' of a man 
without mouey, asa horſe doth of a faire table 
without meate;they are like Eagles which will al- 
waies flic where thecarrion is, 
hey will play the horſe-leach to ſick away thy 
wealth, bur in the winter of thy miſery ſhe will flie 


away from thee. Not vulike the Swallow, which * 


inthe fammer harboureth hir ſelfe vader the eues 


of an houſe, and againſt winter flicth away leauing 
nothing butdirt behind her. 
Salomon (auth hee that will ſuffer himſele to hee led 
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dight behauious was brought 
- inx, Px! accounteth fornicators. fo 


-adulterers both the man 
the bellie nw Numb 2s, Gori ns. 7 

. = GODdeteſteth the. money orgoods gotten. by 
 whoredoms, Dent,2%- k7-18-Whorts.called. by 


- diners names, and the-properties of whores, Proc. 
- 62% whoreenvicthan honeſt woman, £/ax4s 16. 


away. or takedelightin antanncen Ccompanygis 
like a foole rejoyciag beingled tothe heck. «*Broz7 
FIT - Hoſes Dy marsy4ig with, a le -WAman., of 
vato Idolatry,Heſes. 1. 

odious, that 
wee ought .notto cate meate. with them, -hee-alfo 


ſheweth that fornicatorsſhall notinheric, theking- 
dome of Heanen.;-1, Cor,ge ts -,--» : 


And inthe fame chapter:$*,Pad excommunicaterh 
fornicators.butuponamendaent he receiucthchem 
agiine. W horedome, puniſhedwithdeath, ext.22 
27..: and Gette,g8434; hin 245 a Priclt thruſtrwo 
209 the: woman through 


424+ W boremongers God willindge, Heb 13-42- 
They ſhall haue their portion-wyith the, wicked, in 


1; © -: the Jake that burnes with fire & brimitene. Re-23.8, 


Oucly for the.finne of whoxedome God was ſor- 


ric at the heart,.-and: repented. -that- _ hee made 
. man, Geneſt5.6467. 


'$, P and, es. 4694 avoide Genicniok eucric man 


; may takea wile, Corr bogs 2 51) 1g 24h 


"Thereforchee which hatha wile j\ </ Hani & 
goeth.to.another woman, 1s like. # xich. theefe 


-- whith will ſteale when hee hath rio necde;..; 1 


''Thereare three wayes to know a whore: by her 


| "oa lookes,vy. her -{p«xch, and by | ber gate 
; Eccles | 


's (Eceleſrafticus 26.and inthe fame Chaprterthe faith, 
7 | that wee muftnot giae our ftrength' vnts Harlets, 
f | for whores are'the euill of all emls; and the'yanity 
fo 
t 
, 


ofaltyanifies; they weaken che ſtrengrhof amandc 
depriue the body of his beantie,” it tarroweth tis 
browes and make theeyes dime, anda whorifh 
womancauſeththe feauer & the gout: &at a ord 
they area great ſhortning to # mans lite,) 

For although they ſeeme to*be ſo denticas fiveet 
meat,yet'1ty tryallnot fo wholeſomeas ſowre ſauce: 
they haye wit, butt is all in crafty if they loue, iris 
vehement, bat if they hate it is deadly. | 

Plato faith;thar women are either Angelis or 
Deuills,and that theytither louedearely or hate bir- 

i terly, for a woman hath no meane in her<lone; nor _ 
/ | mercy'in her hate#no'pitty in'*"eHenge mor patience 
in her anger therefore 1ris faid;thatthereisnothing 
inthe world winch both pleaſettrand'difpleaſeth a - 
man more thena wotna, for a wommmoſt delight- 
F ctha manand yer moſtdeceaueth him,tor-as there 
1s nothing more ſweet vnto a man thana'woman 
when ſhee fmileth, even forhere is nothing 'more 
odious thanthe angry cotthtenanceof awomay) 
Salomon in his 20, of Eccleſiaſtes ayth, that an 
| angry woman willfoamearthe mroathlike aBorc: ,. 
if all thisbeetrue as molt tric itis/wltphibutdeſt © 
thou ſpend one houre inthe praiſe” Wiinvoinan,as - 
fome tooles doe, tor ſompawitl brag dfilthesbeaury 
'F of ſach a maid; another \with vaunt (of: the'bramery - 
"of fach a woman, that: thee' goeth-deyondlall the 
women ofthe pariſh:r'againe, tomeſtady their fine | 
| WEs - 
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REELING aud thatis-the-way.youth 
loues to,walkein.but the-way that leadeth to-2 ver- 
ruonskfeſcemeth full __— and-bryers,and to 
match with this,there is ac hiſtory thatmakes men- 
noo threenotable Curtizanes,whoſe names were 
Lattia, Fiite and; Eayes ; Lani and Layes were 
homo,common to all men,theywould play-at1ſmall 
game - rather then ſit out, theſe three Strumpets: du- 
ring rheir life rime, werethe beaupifulleſtand richeſt 
of that rrade in the world, and had threefeucrail 
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yuiſieswheridy ery -utlgatrhels lovers to ſeeks 
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"Fw Bngine whorewirh.- "Lama entriped? her 
louers provededifronitier'eyes; for by” tier ſmiling 
colntenatice 4d waritorr lookev (hee infla- 
med all thatbehetd hee And ord her lowtiers: 
by herexbellent witrand- eloquent torigue.” And' 
Hayes enticed her tones by her fiveets- fingiSari} 
pleatarr fingering of Taftrumiones oftthulicke.” 


| Biit now againe ro Lavin King Domerrins gane 
| but a glannceof his eyes todainly ad. Sys 
| | taken preſently with heener, & ſpenteletcn FRY 
| | obfiluer vpon herwhich hee x ety wd 57 

b 


polederge pay kis foldiotirs; 4h Reeehibithore' Hi 
quite forkooke his owne wife & never left the Sir 
bee of this Strumpee vnrili death tooke her from 
and after{hee was dead he'made” great moarte 
for her death; ho alfokiſedandembnaced her; afd 
cauſed hee ro bee brricdvnter hiswifouy; that is 
a he did {ee her Beale hee might bewathe her 
Lays likewiſe had'4 kin hole hatidvis Þir- 
Fes which was her chief chick ion, but yerhe ſeructl 
but as it wert'ifor a ttoke; for he conritited tibt very 
long with her in Grevce) bar velit Hiarſelft to the 
warres in Italy,' but"1n his ms eos 17 Was not 
onely Coudttt roy+bud obtained of many; and ſer 
fHowne her piice thar' before! Eras her 
Works the wonld haueher'- —_— 
' Now:to'Flera, (het was a King 
parents died when ſhe"iwas of File: age om glare he 


yeares 
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_ | yeares, and ſheewasleſt as rich- as beamifull, ſhee 
hadthe'bridle of libertie cthrowne6n her necke, fo 
chat ſhemight nmwherther ſhe wonld, for ſhe was 
left withonecontrolment,ſo thatfodainly ſhe deter- 
 mifed to tranaile and fee the wars of Africa, where 


ſhee madefale botlrot herperfonage and honour. - . - 
King Menelazs was the firlt that made -lone vn-- 


to her, as heewas marching to the warres of Car- 
thage,and ſpent more money vpon her than in con- 
quering his enemies: +, -- - 

But as ſhee was of inoble race; {o it-is ſaid- chat” 
ſhee never gaue her felfe ouer 'ro-- meane* or-petty: 
cotmpany asthewther two:did;but ſhe hada ſcroule 
fet ouer her gategthorenour thereof wasrthus:King, 
Prince, Emperonr or Bſhop,-cnter this placeand 


welcome, neither was this Flora ſo.greedy'of gold 


as the othertwo were, for on atime one of her fas 
miliar friends asked her the cauſe why ſhee did not 
make price of her loue? ſhe made- this. anſwere, L 
commit my body to none but to Princes'&. Noble- 
men, and I {weare there wasnever man gaue mee 
fo litle but thar-{ had'morethan I wouldtanueasked 
or that I looked for, and: furthermore ſhefaid; that 
a noble woman ought nottomake price-of her loue: 
; all things arc at a certainerate<except Lougzand that 
woman of great beauty ſhould be -ſo-much c- 
ſeemed of,as ſhee eſteemes of her {elfe:She died at 
theage of for:ie yeares, and the wealth ſhee left be- 


hinde her in Rome was valued to bee fo mach. as . 


would hane builded new-walles round. about the 
City,ifthere had beeneno-walles at all, 


Was 


Was not. that nablecity of Troy fackedand ſpoy- 
ledfar:the ſaue Helens, and when itihad colt:many 
mens hues 2nd. much. blood was ſhed, and when 
they. ad got the. conqueſt,they-got: but a haslots; by 
_ this aud that. which. followeth;. thou ſbaltſce- the 
| powergf ywomenhow it- hath becne fo great, and 
more prevailed. in; bewitching mens:watts-and in 
ouercomming, their: ſences,. than all ather, thitgs 
whatſocuer.. It hath not onely vanquiſhed Kings/8& 
Ketfars,but it hath alfo tuppriſed Caſtles ahd: Conn» 
tries, nay what is-itthat awomancannot doe, which 


= 


knowes, her-powet?: 72 oo as 
-\\ Therefore ſtay not albae in the company ofawos 
man, truſting to thy.awne chaſtity except thou bee 
mare {tronges than Sampſon,more-wiks thay {4l- 
monor more haly chan.D aid. For thee, and many 
more haue -beene.ouercome, by-the. fiweete anitile- 
mentsiofw yRaen,as.thou ſhalt reade hereafter, /j, ; 

Ir is ſaid that the Gods themſdlues did;change - 
theis Ahapes forthe loue. of ſich/woman as they 
luſted:after; Jvpster hee transformed himſelic inte.a 
Bull : Neprone intoa Horſe:& Hdercury intoa Goate, 

eAriftippus,deſired Gyeete meate for his belly, anda 

faire woman for :his bed... A 

But in my minde hee that.layes his net to. catcha 

faize woma,he may-chance to fall into the ſprindge 
- which was laide. for a woodcacke, thercfore.l doe 
admoniſh young men, and I aduife-old men, and, I 
connſell fimple men,and I warneall men, thatthey 
Ae from wicked worncn as from the. peſkileuce, or 
elſe they will make thee fite inthe. end, 


Arittotle 


eAriſtotle for keeping company witha quearie in 


ethens was fairieto rmtic away to fatie himfelfe 
from puniſhment, and yet hee had dwelt there, & 
wrote many books for the ſpace'ofthirty yeares. 
Againe of Samſon and Herowles for all their great 
ſtrength and conqueſt of Giantsand monſters, yet 
- the one yeelded lis club-at Detaniras foote, andrhe 
other reveald his{trengthto Dia, and hee paide 
hislife for his folly. | þ 
The fugredand renowned Orators Demoſthenes 
and Ho7tentizw,the one came from eAthens ynto 
Corinth, ta compound and agree with Zayes com- 
mon ſtrumpetas you heard before ofher, and yer he 
bad bur one tights lodging with hers And the other 
was fo farre in lone with another bird: of the ſame 
cage,the which he cord not 6btaine, nor yet could 
" heconquer hisaffe&tion, vntill he had go_ pined 
himſelf away, ſothatin ſhorttime hee had waſted 
himſelfe to nothing. wie” 
Plato for all his great Philoſophy and knows 
ledge;yet hee kept company with Archenaſſe when 
'ſhee was old and forſaken of all her louers, for thee 
Had giuen herfelfe to! a number in her youth, yet 
neuerthelefſe Plato fo loned her,that he wrote many 
verſes in commendation of her. 
Alfo of Soerares for his gravitic and wifdome ts 
_ renowned thronghtout all the world, yet hee moſt 
dearely loued Aſpaſy an olde and ouerworne 
- itrumper, 
Lone ftayedKing Antioch in Calcidea a whole 


* winter, for one matdethat hce fancied there to his 
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great hinderance. AY TS 3. 
Loue fhayed King Hanuibal in Capra along ſea- 
ſon laying. all other his neceſſary aftaresalide , the 
which wasno ſmall hinderanceto him, for in the 
meanewhile his enemies inuaded a great pazt of” 
' tis countrey._ I "= 
Likeyiſe *{5us (a/ar he continued in Alexa 
dria a long ſkaſonnot for the loue of one , but hee 
laſted after many,to his great inſamy and difgraces 
' Fhat great Captain Holofernes, whole ſight made 
many thouſands to quake,yex he loſt his like and was 
{laine by a- woman. Hi UP TOBTAALD \ 4G. . 
+ Was not Heyods lone ſo.great 'to awoman, that 
he cauſed Tohn Baptiſt to laoſe his head for her ſake? 
* Wherefore to avoide the fight, many times is 
the beft rafor, to cut theaecahonof the cull which 
commethby women; For had not Holofernes ſcene 
the beauty of udezh, and marked thefinenes of his 
foote, he had not loſt his head by her; If Herod had : : 
nt -ſeene Herod:ias daughter daunce, hee had not 
ſo raſhly-granted her Saint John Baprtifis head: Had 
not Exa the Apple and.alfo ſhee,was tempted 
with the beauty of the Serpent who asour Schoole- 
men doth write, that he ſhewed himlelte like 2 
faire young man, but had ſhee nor ſeene it ſay, the : 
liad noteaten thereof to her owne griefe and many : . 
more: By ſight, the wife. of Po:yphar was moued : 
- to luſt after her ſervant Joſeph; It is. {aid of Syme- | 
 ramis of Bab1ilon, that after her husbands death,ſhe7” 
waxed o vnſartiable in carnall luſt, that-two men at, 
one time could no: ny 2 defixe;-and fo by her 
; X Vile 


| —_— 


| 
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__ oth al erſia grew full of 
whoores. | FEY” 
 Andlikewiſe of one Yeniſe a ſtrumpet in Cypr#, 
!t 15 ſuppoſed that by her fame and ill life, cauſed all 
C7pris at length to bee full ofqueanes. 

And of one faire Rodap in egypt, who wasthe 
firſt noted womanin that Country, but. at length all 
the wholecountry became. full of Strumpets. 

Is it not ſtrange that the fexd of one man, ſhould 
breede ſuch woe vntoall men? 67 

One faid vnto his friend come let vs goe ſee a 
pretty wench, the other made this an{were; IL. haue 
( faid hee ) ſhaken ſuch fetters from my heeles, and 
I willnever goe where Fknowe I ſhall repent after-- 
wards: but yet happily ſome may ſay vnto mce: if 
rhou ſhouldeſt refule the company ar the curteſie 
| of a woman, then ſhee would account thee a ſoft 
| ſpirited foole, a milk-ſop, and a meacock. 
| - But alas fondfoole, wilt thou more regard their 
{ babble*then thine owne blifle, or eſteeme more 
| their frumps, than thine owne welfare? doſt_ thou 
| notknow that women alwaies ſtriue againſt wiſe- 
; domealthough many times'it be to their vtter ouer- 
| throw? Like the Bce whichis often hurt, with her 
| owne honey, evenſo wome are often plagued with 
| their owneconceit, weying downe loye with dif- 
| ctutefte, giuing him a, weed, which preſents them 
| with flowers, as their catching 1n teſt, and theie 
| keeping in earneſt, and yet ſhee thinks that ſhee 
| keepes her ſelfeblameleſfle, and in all ill vices ſhee 
would gve namelcfſe, but if ſhee carry it _ ſo 

cleane, 


cleane, yet in the end. ſhe will be counted but for a 
cunny catching quean, and yet ſhe will ſweare that 
ſhee will thriue, as long as ſhee can finde one man 
aliue,for ſhe thinks to doe all her knavery inviſible, 
{hee will haue a fagg leafetocoucr her ſhame, byr 
when the figg leate.is dry and withered,it doe ſhow 
their nakednefle tothe world, for take away their 
painted cloaths, and then they looke like ragged 
walls:take away.their ruffes.and they look rugged- 
ly, their coyfes and ſtomachers and they are (imple 
to behold:their haire yntruſt and they looke wild- 
ly, and yet there are. many Wwhieh lates their netts 
to catch a.pretty woman, buz hee'that getteth ſuch 
a prize-gaines nothing by his aduenture, bur ſhame 
tothe body and danger to thefoule, forthe heate of 
the young bloodiof theſe wantons, leads many vnto 
 deſtraRion forthis worlds, pleature. It chaunts your 
mindes, and infeebleth your -bodyes with diſcaſes, 
it alſo ſcandalleth. your good names, but moſt of all 
itindangereth your ſoules; how: can it otherwiſe 
chooſe, when luſt & vneleannes gontinually keepes. . 
them company, gluttony-andloth ſeryeth them at 
the table, pride and yaiue glory apparelleth' them, 
but theſe fervants will wax weary of their ſeruice, 
aud in the end they ſhall haue no other ſervancs to 
attend chem, but onely ſhame, griefe & repentance; 
but then, oh then (you will ſay) whenir istoo late; 
 OhlI wonld to God that wee had beene more -care- 
full oftrue glorious modeſty, and-lefle cunning to 
keepe wantons company: Oh therefore remember 
and thinke before hand, that cuery iyeete hath his 
Ld C 2 lovvrs 
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ſovvre; then buy not vvith a drop of honey a oallon | 


of gall, doe not thinke that this vvorlds plealure 
vvillpaſle op vvith trifle & that 'no ſooner done 
but preſently forgotten ; No, no, anſvvere your 
ſelues that the puniſhment remaineth eternall, and 
therefore better it vvere, tobeean addle egg, than 
aneuill bird. For wee arenot borne for our telues to 
line in pleaſare, but totake paines and to labour for 
—_— of our Country, yet ſo delighttull is' our 
preſent ſiweetneſſe, that wee neuer remember the 
following ſowre, for youth are to to eafiewoone & 
ouercome with the worlds vanities: Oh too foone 
(ifay) is youth in the bloſſomes denoured with 
the caterpillers of fonle luſt and laſciuious deſires, 


the black Feind of Hell by his inticing ſweeteſinne 


of luſt dravves many young vvitts to contuſton, for 
in time it dravyes the hart blood of your good- 
names, and that being once loſt is never gotten a- 
ale. 
, Againe Luſt caufeth/you to doe ſuch foule deedes, 
vvhich makes your forcheads for ever aftervvards 
ſeeme ſpotted vvith black ſhame & everlaſting in- 
famy,by vvhich meanes your graues after death are 
cloſed vp vvith times ſcandall. - And yet vvomen 
are eaſily vyvooed and ſoone vvon, got vvith an ap- 
ple and loſt vviththe paring,young vvitts are ſoone 
corrupted, vyomens-bright beauties breedes curi- 
ous thoughts, and golden guiits onercome- vvan- 


tons deſires, vvith changing modeſty into paſtimes + 


of vanity, and being once delighted therein, con- 
tinucs ju the ſame vvyithout repetance: you are only 
| the 


— 


the peoples yyonder, and misfortunes banding ball 
teſt yp and dovvne the vyorld vvith vyvoe vppon 
vvoe, yea ten thouſand vyoes vvill bee galloping 
hard ar your heeles & purſye you vyhereſocver you 
 goe, for thoſe of ill report cannot ſtay long in one 
place, but rome and vyander aboutthe vyorld and 
yet never vnfortunate, proſpering in nothing, for-= 

faken and caſt out from all ctuill companies, {till in- 
ſeare,leaſt authority vvith the Gwen, of luſtice bare 
them of liberty: Loe thus your liues are deſpiſed, 

vvalking likewght OQyvles in miſery, and no com- 

fort ſhall be your friend but onely, repentance. com- 

ming too late and ouer deare bought: A Pennaace & 
paniſhmeat, due toall ſuch haced creatures as theſe 
are, 

Therefore beleeue all you ynmaried vvantons, 
and ia'belecuing grieue,that you haue thas vriſlucki- 
ly made your ſelues nether maidens,vuidoy ves,nor 
vviues,but more vile than filthic channell durt,ficto 
bee ſyvept out of the heart and ſuburbes of your 
Country, oh then ſaffernot this yvorlds pleaſure to 
take from you the good thoughts of an honeſt life: 
But dovvne doyvne vpon your knees you earthly 
Serpents,and vvaſh avyay your black ſinne yvyith 
the criſtall teares oftrue forrovyy and repentance, ſa 
that vyhen you vvander from this inticing vyorld, 
you may bee vvaſhed and cleanſed from this fon!e 
leproſie of nature. 

Loe thus in remorſe of mi 1d my tongue harh vt» 
tered tothe vvan tons of the vyorld the aboundan-e 
of m; hrartes gricte, reg [ haue perceiued by 


.. vvoich o1Cha') 


the vnemely behauiour of ynconſtant both men 
ahd vyvomen, yet menfor the moſt part are touched 
but vvith one fault, vyhich 1s drinking too mich, 
bur it is faid of yyomenthgt they haue tvvyo faultes, 
that is, they can neither ſay vvell nor yet doe yvell. 

For commonly vvomenare the moſt part of the 
forenoone painting themſelves and frizing their 
haires, & prying in thetr glaſſe, like Apes to pranck 
vp themſclues 1n their gandies;like Poppets,or like 
the Spider vvhich vveaues a fine vveb to hang the 
flie: amongſt vyome ſhe is accounted a ſlut yvhich 
goethnot 1n her ſilkes, therefore if thou y vilt pleaſe 
thy Lady thou muſtlike and loue, ſuc and ſerue, and 
inſpcnding thou muſt lay a load, for they muſt hane 
maintinance hovy ſoever they getit, by hooke or 
by crooke, out of 1udas bag orthe Devills budget, 
thou muſt ſpare neither lands nor living,money nor 
gold. 

For vvomen yvill account theea pinch-penny if 
thon bee not prodigall, anda daſtard if thou bee not 
ventrous, for they account none yaliant except they 
be deſperate: if filent, a ſor, if full of yvords, a foole 
indging all to be cloyvnes vvhich be not Courticrs. 
If thou be cleancly in thy apparrell they vvill terme 
thee proud, if mcane in apparell, a flouian, 1f tall, a 
lunges, if ſhort, a dyvarſe, for they haue ripe - vvits 
- andreadte tongucs, and if they get an inch, the vvil 
- claimean ell, ſhceevvill- coll thee abont the necke 
&, bat the other ſhail bee dining into 


thy pocket, id it: houtake ber yvich the manner, 
then11t vyas but inicſtfhyt many times they take 
end | Li) 
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in ieſt (and ifrhey be not ſpied) keepe it incarneſt, 
bart thy pockets grovve empty, and thy reuenues 

vvill not hold gut longer to maintaihe her pompe 
and brauerie, then ſhee preſently leaues to make 
muichofrhy perſon, and vyill not ſticke to ſay vnto 
thee, that ſhee could haue beſtovved her loue on 
fxch a one as vvould hanve maintained her like a 
woman, fo by theſe meanes they yveane theyvebof 
their ov vne vvoe, and ſpinne the rhred of their 
'ovvne thraldome, ifrhey lacke they vvill lacke at 

thelaſt,for they vvill catit'out ofthe vvhole cloath 

fo long as the peece vyill hold our. 

Is notthe Bee hiued for his honey, the ſheepe 
ſheared for his flieces the oxenecke yvrought for 
his maiſters profite', the fovvle plucked tor her 
feathers, the tree grafied to bring Gonh fruit, and 
the earth laboured to bring foorth corne? but vyhar 
labour or colt thou beſtoyveſt ona vvoman is all . 
caſt avvay, for ſhe vvill yeeld thee no profite at all: 
for vvhen thou haſt done all, and giuen themal thar 
they can demaund, yet” thon ſhalt bee as vvell re- 
vyarded as thoſe men vvtrc'vvhome E/op hired for 
three half pence aday to' heare him recite his fables 
Theſe things being vvilely conſidered, then vyhat 
a foole art thon to blindethy iife in their bo!d be= 
hauiour, and bow at their bcckes, and come at 
their calls, and ll rhy lands to make them fwimme 
in their (ilkes, and yet in thetr j-wells, making [la 
Gentelwoman, in ſo mach that ſhee careth not a 
pznny for the fineſt, nora fgoec tor the proudeſt,ſhe 
1Sas good aSthe bL-lt a'thogh thee hate no more 4 
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honeſty than barely to'ſerue her owne turne, ſuf- 


{criageuery mans fingers as deep? in thediſh as. 


thiae are in the platter, & every man to angle where 
Lou caſteſt thy hooke, holding vp to all that come, 
nor much yniike a Barbers chaire, that ſo ſoone as 
Qne kfaue is out,another is in, a common hackney 
for eucry one that will ride, a boat for enery one to 
rowe in: now it thy wealth begin to faile,then ſhe 
biddeth thee farewell, and giuech thee the 4azex in 
the deuills name, not much vnlike the knauiſh por- 
ters in Briſtow, who will cry, anew maiſter anew, 
-and hang vp the old, 1fthe matter bee ſo plaine then 
ccnſider this,that the houſe where ſuch a one Keep- 
eth-her reſidence 1s more od1ous with, ſlander than 
carrion doth inte the ayre with ſtinke: let them 
Batter how they wall, there 1s no loue in them, bur 
from the tecth outward.I blaze their properties the 
plainer andgiuetheethe {tronger reatons, becauſe I 
would haue thee loath the alluring traines of ſuch 
deceitf.il and lalciuions women,aithough ſhe make 
great proteſtations of loue, andthereto bindeth her 
{cife with moſt damnable oathes, then belecue hcr 
!eſt of al, for there 1s no more hold in her oathes nor 
11 ber lone, than is certainly of a faire day in Aprill 
a:.hough it looke ncuer fo cleare, yet it may turne 
to a fowle. | haue ſeene a Courtizan thus piftuged 
out? 
Firſt a faire youvg man blind* and in his armes 
a beautifull woman with one hand in his pocket, 


ſhewing her theft, and a knife inthe other hand to 
Eitt his throat. - 


Now 
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. . Now peraduenture thou maiſt ſay ynto that;thou 
doſt not know oue woman from another withour 
ſome triall, becauſe all woman are in ſhape alike, 
for aſowre crabs likethe ſweet pippin: true it is, 
ſo the Raucnis a bird, and the Swanis but a bird, 
euenſo many women are in ſhape Angells, but in 
qualities Dewlls, painted coffins with rotten bones: 
the Eſtridge carrieth faire feathers but ranck fleſh; 
the hearb Aeolio carrieth a lower as white as 
\nowe, but a rooteas blacke as inke. 

. FAlthough women are beautifull, ſhewing pitty, 
yet their hearts are blacke, ſwelling with mitchicte. 

- not much vnlike ynto old trees, whoſe outward lea- 
ues are faire and greene, and yetthe body rotten}: If 
1f thou haunt their houſes thou wilt bee enamoured 
andif thon doe but hearken to theſe Syrens, thon 
wilt. bee inchanted, for they will allure thee with 
amorous glances of luſt,and yer kill thee with bitter 
lookes of hate: they haue dimplcs in their cheeks * _ 
to deceiue thece:and wrinckles in their brows to be« 
tray thee; they haue eyes to cntice, {milesto flatter, 
1mbracements to provoke, becks to recal, lips to 1n- 
chant,kiſſes toenflame, & tears to excuſe theſelucs. 

IfGod had made them onely to bce a plague to 
men, hee would neuer haue called them neceſſary 
euills, and what are they better ? for what doc they 
either get or gaine, ſane or keepe Fay they doe 
rather ſpend and conſume all that which man paine- 

fully getteth : a mai muſt bee art all the coſt and yer 
line by the loſſe.f 

It is very eafte for him which ncucr expericn- 


ced him%Ife in that vaine pleaſare, or repenting 
p:exfure,choole you whether, [ mcane the compaiy- 
13 oficwde wom:n, but ſuch as are exerciſedand 
experimented in that kind of drudgery: they I ay 
1:21c a continuall defire, and temptation is ready at 
hand, rhercfore take heede at the firſt, ſuffer not thy 
{eiſe trobceledaway into luſtfall folly, for it is more 
caſic fora young man or maide to forbeare carnal aft 
thai it is fora widdow, and yet more eaſie for a 
widdow than for ker that 1s married and hath her 
husband wanting , thentake heedeat the firſt , for 
there is nothing gotten by women but repentance, 
{For woinzn arc like the Bay tree, -which is ener 
greene but without fruite, or like the vnprofitable 
thorac which bares as trima bloſſom as the apple, 
this 15nothing bur to tell thee, that thou mult not 
jadge of gold by the colour, nor of womens quali- 
ties by their faccs, nor by their ſpeaches, for they 
bzac dc:!tcate tongues, which will rautſh aud tickle 
the itching cares of giddy headed young men, ſo 
{0!ifh, that they thinke themſelues happyfif they 
can bart kifſe rhe daſie whereon their lone doth tread 
who it thee frowne then he delcends preſently into 
hell, butifthe {mile then 1s hecarried with winges 
vp into hcanen, there 1s aq old ſaying, that whena 
dogae waggts niStaile hee lones his maiſter. 

Som? thinke that if a womanſmile on them ſhee 
15 pretently ouer hcad and cares 1n lone, one muſt 
weare her g.oue, another her garter, anorher her 
coors of dÞ'o%:t, and another thall ipend andline 
vpon the pore winco 4 2:1terh from all the reſt, 
| thic' 
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then ifthou wilt'giue thy body"to the Chirurgian 
and thy -ſoule to the Deuill, ſuch womea are fir tor 
thy diet. Many creatures of eucry kinde relemble 
women in conditions, for ſome hore an vnskiltull 
rider can hardly diſorder, and fome' againe in def- 
pight of the belt rider that is will hane a jadiſh 
trick:{ome Hauke although he be ill ſerucd yer will 
ſit quiet ,and fome if never ſo well {eraed, yet will 
continually flie at checke : againe , tome honnds 
by no mcanes wull forfake ther vadertaken game, 
and ſome againe in deſpite of the hunt{man wiil con 
tinually runne at randome: and iome man wi!l ſtcale 
iftheir hands were bound behinde them, and ſome 
againe will rather ſtcrue rhen ſteale, cuen fo fome 
woinen will not be won with ſcauen yeares loving, 
and fome againe wil oftead withan houres liberty. 
Therefore ifthou ſtudy a thouſand ycares, thou 

ſhalt findea womannothing eifc but a contrary vi- 
to man, nay, ifthou continue with hera hundrech 
yeares, yet thou ſhalt finde into her new fancies & 
contrary fortes of behauiour, therefore if all the 
world were paper, and all the fca inke, and all the 
trees and plants were pens, and every man in the 
world were a writer, yet were they not ablc with 
all their labour and canning to ſet downe all the 
crafty deceits of women. 

Now mze thinkes I heare fome of you fay, that 
young wits are ſoone corrupted, and chat womens 
bright beauty breedeth curious rhoughts1n may, al- | 
ſo; go!dcn guifts ealily oaercommeth wanton woe 
mus defires, and thereby mines them become - 
Ve mz 


Venus darlings, quite changing cuſtomes of mo- 
deſty, into paſons of vanity, wherein once delight- 
ed they continne in the ſame without repentance or 
ſorrow; Burt out alas you laſciuious Dames, theſe 
Icud condirions of yours, will ſpeedily bring al your 
joyes to ſorrow, 


CHAP, IL. 


This third Chapter ſheweth a remedy againſt loue, alſo many 
reaſons not t5 beeto hafly in choiſe of a Wife, But if no remedy 
but thou wilt marry, then how to chooſe a wife, with a Com« 


| miendation of the good, vyertuous, and honeſt woman. 


tan 
, - 


E not to haſty to marry,for doubt leaſt thou 
> marry in halt, and repent by leaſure; For 
$22 thereare many troubles which commeth 
galloping at the heeles of a woman, which rhany 
yonng inen beforc-hand doe not think of;the world 
1s10t all made of otemcale, nor all is not golde that 
gliſters, nor a {miling countenance 18 no certaine 
teltimoniail ofa merry hearr, nor the way to Hea- 
wen 15 not ſtrewed with ruſhes; no more is the 
cradle of caſe'iaa womans lapp, if thou wer'ta ſer- 
vant or in bondage before, yet when thou marrieſt, 
thy toile 15 nener the nere ended, but cuen thenand 
20t before, thou changeſt thy golden life which 
thou did{t lead'before,in reſpeR of the married,for a 
drop of honey which quickly turneth to be as bit- 
teras wormwood ; And therefore farrc better it 
wereto hanc two plowes going than one cradle, & 
bettcr a barae filled tia? a bed, therefore cat off the 
| occalion 


occaſion which may any way bring thee into fooles 
Paradice. Then firſt and aboue ali thun Idienefic;for 
idlenefſe is the beginner & maintainer of loue;therc=- 
fore apply thy ſelte about ſome affuires,or occupied 
about Ge buſingſle, tor ſo long as thy minde and 
body is inlab6ur the lone ofa womi ts not remem- 
brednorluſt neuer thought vpon, but if thou ipend 
thy time idlely amongſt women, thou arr like vnto 
him which playeth with the Bee, who may ſooner 
fecle of her Ning, than taſte of her honey, hee that 
toucheth pitch may be defiled therewith, Roſes vn- 
aduiſedly gathered prickles our fingers ; Bees vn- 
gently handled ſtinges our faces, and yet the one is 
pleaſant and the other 1s profitable, and if thou bee 
in company of women, the Deuill him'clfe hath not 
more illtifions to get men into his net, than women 
haue denifes and inuentions to allure men into their 
loue, and if thon ſuffer thy ſelfe once to be led into 
fooles Paradice, ( that js tofay ) the bed or cloſer 
whereina woman is, ( then I fay ) thou art like a 
bird ſnared in a lime-buſh , wnich the more ſhee 
ſtriueth the faſter ſhee is. It is vapoſſiole to fall a- 
monegſt ſtones & got to be hurt,or amongſtthornes 
and not to bee prickt, or amonglt nettles and not to 
bee ſtung, a man cannot carry hrein his boſome and 
not burae his cloathing, no more cana man line 1 
loue:bur it is aliſe as wearifome as hell, and he thar 
marrieth a wife matcheth himſelfe ynto many 
troubles. If thou marrieſt a ſtill and quict woman, 
that will ſeeme to thee that thou rideſt but an amb- 
ling horſe to hell, but if with onethat is troward & 
vnquiet 
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vnquicr, then thon wert as good ride a trotting 
horle to che deuill; herein I will not bee my owne 
carucr, but 1 reterre you to the judgement' of thoſe 
which hae feeae the troubles & felt the torments3 
for nonc are better able to judge of womens quali- 
ties. than thoſe which have them; none feeles the 
hardnes of the Flint, but hce that ſtrikes it ; none 
knowes where the ſhooe pincheth, but hee that 


weares it. It is faid that a man ſhu{d cat abuſhel of 


Salt with one which he mcanes to make his friend, 
before hee put any great confidence or truſt in himz 
And if thou bee fo long in chooſing a friend, in my 
minde thou hadit necd to cate two buſhels of Salt 
with a woma betore thou make hir thy wife;other- 
ywite, before thou haſt eaten one buſhell with her, 
thou ſhait taſte of tenne quarters of ſorrow, and for 
euery dram of pleafurc, an ounce of paine, and for e- 
very pinte of honey, a gallonof gall, and for cuery 
ynche of mirth, an ell ot mone. In'the beginning a 
womans loneſecmeth delightfull, but endeth inde- 
ſtruction, therefore hee thac trufieth to the loue of 
a woman, {hail be as ſure as hee that hangethby the 
leale of a tree in the latter end of Summer, and yet 
there is great difference betrwtxt the ſtanQing poole 
and the running ſtrcame, although they are both 
WatCt'sS. | 
Thcrefore of rwo cuills chooſe thelcaſt and anoid 


thegreateſt, but my meaning is not heere. to aduile | 


thee to chooſe the leaſt woman, for the, little wos 
men are as vnhappy as the oreateſt,forthough their 
ſtatures beelittle yet their hearts are big, then oo 
: alre 


faire to all, but truſt none, and fay with Diogenes, 


it 1s too ſoone for a young man to matry & roo late 
for old men. One asked a Philoſopher what the lite 
of a married man was? hee anſwered, miſcry, and 
what is his felicity, miſcry, for Ice ſtill lirgcrs in 
hope of further joy, and what is hiscr.d? ard he tbl 
an{wered, miſery. 

There are ſixe kindes of wemen which then 
ſhouldeſt rake heede that thou match not thy ſe ite 
to any one of them,that is to fay,good nor bad, faire 
nor foule, rich nor poore, for it thou marricſt one 
thatis good thcu maiſt quickly ſpill ker with too 
much making of hcr,tor when provender prick s 
a woman then ſhee will growe knawtſh: and it bad, 
thenthou mult ſupport her in all her bad aRions, & 
that will'be ſo weariſome vnto thee that thourhad(t 
as good drawe watcr continually to fill a bottom- 
lefle tub: if ſhe be. faire then thou muſt doenorhing, 
elſe but watch her: and if the be foule and loathſom 
who can abide her: 1fſhee bee richthen thou muſt 
forbeare her becauſe of her wealth: and it ſhee bee 
poore then thou mult maintaine her. 

For if a woman bee neuer ſo rich in dowry, hap- 
py by her good name; beautifull of body, ſober of 
countenance, eloquent in ſpeach, and adorned with 
vertue, yetrhey hauceither one ill quality or othcr 
which ouerthroweth all the other, like vnto that 

Cow which giucth great ſtore of milk & preſently 


| ftnketh it downe with her foote, ſuch a cow is 25 


much to be blamed for the loſſe asto be comended 
tor the guift, orlike as when men talke of fuch a 
man - 
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man or ſucha man, hee is an excellent good work- 
man, or hee 18 a good Chirurgian, or a good Phi- 
firion, or hee 15a pretty fellow of his hands, but if 
they conclude with this word, but it is pitty hee 
hath one fault, which commonly in ſome men is 
drunkennefſe, then I fay, it he were endued with all 
thc former qualities, yer they cannot gaine him fo 
much credit to counterpoiſe the diſcredite that 
commeth thereby. | 

It is ſaid of men that they haue that one fault, but 
of women it is faid that they haue two faultes, that 
is to fay,they canneither fay wel nor doe wel:there 
isa faying thatgocth thus, that things farre fetcht 
and deare bought are of vs moſt dearely beloned.the 
like may bee faid of women,although many of them 
are not farre fetched yet they are deare bought, yea 
and ſo deare, that many a mancurſerh his hard'pen- 
niworths and bannes his owne hearr, for the plea- 
fare of the faireſt woman in the ' world laſteth butta 
honay moone, that is, while a man hath glutted his 
affeHions and reaped the firlt fruit, his pleaſure be- 
ing palt, ſorrow & repentance remaineth {till with 
him, 

4. - Therefore to make thee the ſtronger to ſtriue a- 
gainſt theſe tame Serpents thou ſhalt hane more 
{trings to thy bowe than one,it is fafe riding at two 
aokers, alwaies looke before thou lcape, leaſt thy 
ſhinnes thou chanceto breake now the fire is kind- 


tedlet vs burne the other fagot and ſo to our matter '| 


oa1Ne. 
Ifa woman bee neuer ſo comely thiike her- a 
coun' ers 
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counterfeit, if neyer ſo ſtreight think her crooked,if 
{hee bee well ſer, cali her a boſle, it flendzr, a ha zell 
rwis.it brown think her as black as a crow, if well 
coioured, a painted wall, it ſad or ſhamefac'd, then 
think hera clowae, if merry and pleaſant, then ſhe 
1s rhe liker to bee wanton. Burt 1f thou bee ſuch a 
foolerhat thou will ſpend thy timeand treaſure, the 
one inthe loue of women,and the other to delight 
them, in my minde thou reſembleſt the ſimple [n- 
dians, who appare!l themſelyes moſt richly when 
they goe to be burned. 

Bur what ſhould I fay ſome will not ginetheir ba- 
ble forthe Toiver of London. He that hath failed at 
the ſea hath ſecne the dangers, and he tfiat is marri- 
| | edcan tell of his owne wot, but he that was never 
| | burnt will never dread the fire: Somewill goe to 
- | dicealthoughthey ſee others looſe all their -mo- 
* | ney atplay,and ſome will marry though they beg 
togerher,is it not ſtrange that men ſhould be ſo foo- 
lith to doat on wome: who difter ſo farre in nature 
from men? for a man delights in armes and 'in hea- 
| | ring the ratling drums, but a woman loues to heare 

{ſweet muſick on the Lute, Cittern, or Bandora : A. 
man rejoiceth to march among the murthered car- 
kaſſes, but a woman to dance ona filkencarpet : A 
man loues to heare the threataings of his Princes 
enemies, but a woman weepes when the heares of 
wars: A man loues to lye ou the cold graſſe, but x 

'S' woman muſt bee wrapped in warme mantles: A 
ma! triumphes at Warres, but a woman rcjorceth 
more at peace. Nd re cer 
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man or ſucha man, hee is an excellent good work- 
man, or hee 18a good Chirurgian, or a good Phi- 
firion, or hee 1sa pretty fellow of his hands, but if 
they conclude with this word, but it is pitty hee 
hath one fault, which commonly in ſome men is 
drarkennefle, then I fay, if he were endued with all 
thc former qualities, yet they cannor gaine him fo 
much credit to. counterpoiſe the diſcredite that 
commeth thereby. 
It is faid of men that they haue that one fault, bur 
of women it is ſaid that they haue two faultes, that 
15 to fay they canneither fay wel nor doe wel:there 
isa faying thatgoeththus, that things farre fetcht 
and deare bought are of vs moſt dearely beloned;the 
like may bee faid of women,although many of them 
are not farre fetched yer they are deare bought, yea 
and fo deare, that many a mancurſerh his hard pen- 
riworths and bannes his owne hearr, for the plea- 
ſure of the faireſt woman in the ' world laſtethbuta 
honoy moone, that is, while a man hath glutted hrs 
affeHionsand reaped the firſt fruit, his pleaſure be- 
ing paſt, ſorrow & repentance remaineth {till with 
Tre 
4. - Therefore to make thee the ſtronger to ſtriue a 
gainſt theſe tame Serpents thou ſhalt hane more 
{trings to thy bowe than one,it is ſafe riding at two 
aokers, alwaies looke before thou lcape, leaſt thy 
ſhinnes thou chanceto breake,now the fire is kind- 


tedlet vs burne the other fagot and fo to our matter \|' 


aga1ne. | 
Ifa woman bee neuer fo comely thiike her-a 
coun' Er« 
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counterfeit, ifneyer {6 ſtreight think her crooked,if 
ſhee bee well ſer, cali her a boſſe, it flendzr, a hazell 
rwis.if brown think her as black as a crow, if well 
coioured, a painted wall, it fad or ſhamefac'd, then 
| think heraclowae, if merry and pleaſant, then ſhe 

1s rhe liker to bee wanton. Burt if thou bee ſuch a 
| foolerhat thou will ſpend thy rimeand treaſure, the 
; | one inthe loue of women,and the other to delight 
them, in my minde thou reſembleſt the ſimple [n- 
dians, who appare!l themſelyes moſt richly when 
they goeto be burned. 

Bur what ſhould I fay ſome will not gine their ba- 
ble forthe Tower of London. He that hath failed at 
2 | the ſea hath ſcene the dangers, and he tfiat is marri- 
| | edcan tell of his owne wort, but he that was never 
L 


burnt will never dread the fire: Somewill goe to 
dicealthoughthey ſee others looſe all' their-mo- 
- | ney atplay,and ſome will marry though they beg 
t | togerher,is it not ſtrange that men ſhould be ſo foo 
$ | lith to doat on woe: who differ {o farre in nature 
- | from men? for a mandelights inarmes and 'in hea- 
21 | ring the ratling drums, but a woman loues to heare 
{ſweet muſick oa the Lute, Cittern, or Bandora : A. 
- | manrcjoiceth to march among the murthered car- 
e | kaſſes, but a woman to dance ona filkencarpet : A 
> | man lones to heare the threatnings of his Princes - 
y | enemies, but a woman weepes when the heares of 
- | wars: A man loues to lye ot the cold grafſe, but x 
r\]* woman muſt bee wrapped in warme mantles: A 
man triumphes at Warres, but a woman rcjoiceth- 
more at pcace. Haas 
D If. 


a man talk of any kind of bealt or ſowle, pre- 
ſently the nature 1s knowne: as for example, the Ly- 
onsareall ſtrong and hardy, the Hares are all feare- 
ful and cowardly, the Doues are all ſimple, and fo 
of all beaſts and fowle the like; I meane few ornone 
{warving from his kinde; but women haue more | 
contrary ſorts of behayiour than there be women, 
and therefore impoſſible for a man to know all, no 
nor one part of womens qualities all thy lyfetime. 

- Some with ſweet words vudermine their huſ- 
bands, as Dalila did Samſon, and ſome with chiding 
and brauling are made weary of the world, as Socra- 
tes and others: Socrates when his wife did chide & 
braule woulg goe out of the houſe till all were quiet 
againe, but becauſe he would not ſcold with her it 
gricycd her the more; for on a time ſhe watched his 
going ont, and.threwea chamber-pot out of a win- 
dow on his head: ha,ha, quoth he,I thought after all 

thts thunder there would come raine. 

' © There is an hiſtory maketh mention of one na- 
med Annynixs, who invited a friend of his to goe 
home with him to ſupper, but when he came home 
he found his wife chyding and brawling with her 
maydens, whereat his gueſt was very much diſcon- 
. tented, Annyninus turning to kim, faid; good Lord 
how impacient art thon? 1 hane ſuffred her theſe 
twentie yeares, and canſt not thou abide her two 
houres? by which meanes hee cauſed his wife to 
teaue chyding, and laughed out the matter.” 
There is no woman but either ſhe hatha long 
tone, or a longing tooth, and they are two rn 
neigh-" 


neighbours if they dwell together, for the one will 
lighten thy purſe if it be ſtill pleaſed, and the other 
will waken thee from thy ſlecpe if it be not char- 
med. Is it not ſtrange of what kinde of mettall a 
womans tongue is made of, that neither correation 
can chaſtiie, nar faire meanes quiet, for there 1s a 
kind of yenome in it, that neither by faire meanes 
nor fowle they are to be ruled: all beafts by man are 
made tame, but a womans tongue will never bee 
lame, itis but a {mall thing and ſeldome ſcene, but 
It is often heard, to the terror and vtter confu- 
ſion of many a man. | 
Therefore as a ſharpe bit curbes a froward horſe, 

evenſo acurſt woman muſt be roughly vicd, but if 
women could hold their tongues, then many times 
men would hold their hand. As the beſt metled 
blade is mixt with yron; eyen fo the beſt woman 
thatis, is not free from faults, the goodlicſt gardens 
are not free from weeds, no more is the beſt nor 
the faireſt woman void of ill deeds. 

Hee that wſeth truth to tell, 

CHMay blamed bee though hee ſay well. 

It tos bee young marry uot yet, 

If thou bee old, thou Wilt haue more wit, 

For young mens wines Will not bee taught, 

eAnd old mens wines are good for naught. 

then hee that for a woman Fftriveth by law 

Shall ftrine like a coxcomb and proue but a daw. 

Then buy not thou With overmuch coſt, 

The thing Which yeelds but labour lo#t. 


Diverſe beaſts and fowle by nature haue more . 


D a ſtrength 
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ſtrength in one part of the body than in another, as 
the Eagle inthe beake, the Vnicorn inthe horne, the 
Bull in the head, the Beare in his armes, the Horſe 
in his breaſt, the Dog in his teeth, the Serpent in 
his taile, but a womans chiefe ſtrength 1s in her 
tongue, the Serpent hath not ſo much yenome 1n 
his ;aile as ſhe hath in her tongue; and as the Ser- 
pent never leaveth hiffing and ſtinging, and ſeeking 
to doe miſchiefe; even fo lome women are never 


' well except they be caſting out venome with their 


tongues to the hurt of their husbands, or of their 
neighbours, therefore he that will diſcloſe his ſe- 
Crets to a woman is worthy to haue his haire cut 
with Samos, tor if thou vnfoldeſt any thing of ſc- 
Cret roa woma, the more thouchargeſt her to keepe 
it cloſe, the more ſhe will ſeeme as it were to bee 
with child till ſhe haue revealed it amongſt her goſ+ 
ſips, yet if one ſhould make doubt of her ſecreſie 


- ſhe would ſeeme angry, and fay, Iamno ſuch light 
husband wiſe of my tongue, as they whole ſecreets, 


ly ac their tongues ends, which flyesabroad ſo foone 
as they open their mouths, therefore feare not to 


diſcloſe your ſecrets to me, for I was never touched 


with any ſtaine of my tongue inall my lyfe, nay ſhe 
will not ſtick toſweare that ſhe will tread it vader 


\ foote or bury it vnder a ftone, yet for all this be- 


lecne her not, for every woman hath one eſpeciall 
cfſp at theleaft which ſhe doth loue and affe& a- 
one all the reſt, and vnto her ſhe runneth with all 


the ſecrets ſheeknoweth. 
There is an hiftory maketh mention of one Lyas, 
Gs | whem 


whom King Amafis commanded to got into the 
market and to buy the beſt and profitabieſt meat he 
could get, and he bought nothing but tongues, the 
King asked him the reaſon why he bought no other 
meat, who made this anſwere, I was commaunded 
to buy the beſt meate, and from the tongue come 
many good and profitable ſpeaches, then the King 
ſent him againeand bad him buy the worſt and vn- 
profitableſt meat, and he likewiſe bought nothing 
but tongues, the King againe asked him the reaſon, 
trom nothing ( ſaid he ) commeth worle, venome 
then from the tongue, and ſuch tongues moſt wos= 
men haue, 

A Romane hiſtory maketh mention of one of 
the chiete governors of Rome that hada ſon whoſe 
name was Papirims whoſe father tooke him with 
himto the Councell-houſe, that thereby he might 
learne wiſedome, wiſhing him with all to keepe 
their ſecreets: his mother was diverſe times asking 
of the boy what they did at the Councell-houſe, & 
what the cauſe was of their often meeting; vpon a 
time young Papirixs fearing to diſpleaſe his father, 
and hoping to fatisfic his mother, told her this, mo- 
ther ( faid he) there is hard hold amongſt them a- 
bout the making of a law that every man ſhall haue 
two wiues or every woman two husbands, and fo 
farre as I can perceiue it is likely to be concluded 

ypon, that every man ſhall have two wiues, 
The next day when his father and he were gone 
to the Conncell-houſe ſhe beſtirred her ſelfe, and 
gat molt of the chiete omen of the City together, 
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and told them what alaw was liketo be made if it 
were not prevented, and ſo to the Councell-houſe 
they went a great flock of them, but when they 
came in, the Governours were all amazed, and a{- 
ked the cauſe of their comming? and one of the wo- 
men having leaue to ſpeake, faid thus: Whereas 
you are about to make a law that every man ſhall 
haae two wines, conſider with your {clues what vn+ 
quictneſſe and trite thereby will ariſe, but ( faid 
the ) it were better that one'woman ſhould haue 
two husbands, that if the one were on buſineſle a- 
broad, the other mightbe at home: now when the 
Governours neard thisſpeach they mervailed wher 
vpon it ſhould ariſe; then young Papirims requeſted 
that he might ſpeake, who preſently refolved them 
the cauſe of the womens comming,ſothey greatly 
commended the boy and langhed them to fcorne. 
Heere thou mailſt perceine by a taſt what wine 
' 1sin the but,if the Dragons head be full of poyſon 
what venome then think you lurkethin his tayle? 
Allthis is but to tell thee of the doubts and dangers 
that come by marriage, yet L would not hane all men 
feare tolye in the grafſe becauſea Snake lyeth there, 
nor all men feare to goe ro the Sea becauſe ſome are 
drowned at Sea, neither doe I warrant all men to 
feare to goeto their beds becauſe many dye in their 
beds, then marry a G-d3 name, but agatne & againe 
take heede to the choice of thy wife. 
© Marry not for beauty without vertue, nor chooſe 
for riches without good conditions : Salomon a- 
mengſt many other notable ſentences fit for this pur- 


poſc 
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poſe, faith, that a faire woman without diſcreet 
manners1s likea gold ring vpon a Swines ſnowtez 
and if thou marrieſt for weaith, then chy wife many * 
times will caſt it inthy diſh,ſaying, that ofa beggar 
{he made thee a man: againe, if thou marrie(t tor 
beauty and aboue thy calling, thou muſt not onely 
beare withthy wiues folly, but with many vnhap- 
py words, for ſhe will ſay, ſhe was blinded in fan- 
Cying thee, for ſhe might haue had a Captaine ſach 
a o1e, or this Gentleman, or that, ſo that thou ſhale 
never neede to craue a foule word at her hands in fe- 
ven yeeres, for thou ſhalt haue enowe without aſ- 
king, beſides I feare me thou wilt be better headed 
than wedded, for ſhe will make the weare an Oxe 
feather in thy cap; yet he which hath a faire wife 
will adventure ona thouſand infamies only in hope 
to keepe her in the ſtate of an honeſt woman, but 
if ſhee be ill given, doe what tho. canſt, break thy 
heart and bend thy ſtudy never ſo much, yet all wr. 
not ſerue, thou maiſt let her goe all houres of the 
night, ſhee will never meete with a worſe than her 
ſclte, except ſhe meete with the devill himſelte. 
Therefore yet once more I adyiſe thee inthe choice 
ofthy wife, ro haue a ſpcciall regard to her qualitizs 
and conditions before thou ſhake hands or jampe a 
match with her: alſo inquire and marke the conver- 
{ation of her parents, let.the old proverb put thee in 
- minde hereof, that an. evill Bird layeth anill Egge, 
the Cat will after her kind, an ll Tree cannot bring 
foorth good fraite, the young Crab goeth crooked 
like the Dam, the yong Cock crowethasthe old, & 
PT > Py | It 
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It isa very rare matter to ſee children tread out of 
the paths of their parents. He that commerh into a 
Faire to buy a horſe, will pry into evry part toſce 
whether he be found of wind & limb, and witho 

crack or flaw, and whether his breeding were in a 
hard foyle, or if he bee well paſed, and hkewiſe hee 


will hane a care that his horſe ſhall haue all outward 


marks which betoken a good horſe, yet with alithe 
cunning he hath he may be deceived, butit he proue 
a jade, he may put hum away at the next Faire. 

But it in the choice of thy wite thou be deceived 
as many menare, thou muſt ſtand to thy word that 
thou madeſt before the whole Pariſh, which was 
to take her for bettcr, for worle, for there 1s no re- 
fuſing, ſhe will ſtick to thee as cloſe as a faddleto 
a horles backe, and if ſhe be frowardly given, then 
ſhee will vexe thee night and day. ' . 

Amongſt the quieteſt coupples that are yet houſe- 
holders jars will ariſe, but yet ſuch quarrells which 
happen in the day are often qualified with kifles in 
the night, but if it be not ſo ended, their thirſt will 
go fordward like the carriage which is drawne be- 
tweene two horſes taile to taile, and if ſhe cannot 
revenge hirſelfe with her tongue,nor with her hands 


nor with convaying thy goods, yer ſhe will pay the 


home privately, for it thou ſtrike with thy ſword 
ſhe will ftrike with the ſcabard, chooſe not the ra- 
pier by his ringing, nor thy wiſe by her ſinging, for 
if thou doſt, thou maiſt be very well deceived in 
bath, for the rapicr may proue a gad, and thy wite 
but little better. | 


Now 


Now if thou aske me how thou ſhiouldſt chooſe 
thy wit? 1 anſwere,that thou haſt the whole world 
to make choice, and yet thou maiſt be deceived; An 
anctent father being asked by a young man how he | 
{hou'd chooſe a wite, he anſwered thus. W heathou 
lecſt a lock of maidens together, hudwink thy {cle 
fait, and runne amongſt them, and looke which thou 
chateſt, let her be thy wife, the young man told him 
that if he went blindfolded he might bee deceived: 
and fo thou maiſt (quoth the old man ) ifthy eyes 
were open, for1n the choice of thy wite, thou muſt 
not trult thine owne eyes for they will decciue thee 
and be the cauſc of thy woe, for ſhe may ſeemegood 
whoſe walte is like a wand, or ſhe which hath a 
ſpider fingred hand, or ſhe which on her tiptoes 
wall doth ſtand, and never read but in a golden 
booke, nor will not bee caught but witha golden _ 
hooke, orſuch a one as can ſtroke a beard, or looke 
a head, and of eyery flea make her ſelfe affraide, if 
thou hadſt (uch a ſpring, a wench would make 
hima begger if hewere halfe a King, theathis 1s no 
bargaiae tor thee. But hark alittle furcher, the beſk 
time for a young man to matry, 1s at the age of 25. 
and then to rake a wife of 70. yeares or there abour, 
rathcr a maide than a w iddow, for a widdow ſhee 
is framad tothe conditions of another mai, and can 
hard'y be altred, ſo that thy paines will be double, 
for thou mu{t valcarne a widdow and make her for- 
ger and forgoe ker former corrupt anddifordercd 
behaviour, the which is hardly to be done: but a 
young woman of tender ycares is flexible a” 
li”: 
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| ding, obedient and ſubjeA to doe any thing, accor- 


ding to the will and pleaſare of her husband, 

And if thy ſtate be good, marry neare home and 
at leiſure, but if thy ſtate be weake & poore, then to 
better thy {ele after enquiry made of her wealth & 
conditions, goe farre off and diſpatchit quickly, for 
doubt leaſt ratling ſpeaches, whigh commonly in 
theſe caſes runns betwixt party & party, and breaks 
it off, even then when it 15 come to the vpſhot, but 
as [ haue already ſaid, before thou put thy foote out 
of doores make diligent enquiry of her behaviour, 
for by the market-folke thou ſhalt heare how the 
mark<th gocth,for by enquiry thou ſhalt heare whe- 
ther ſhe be wiſe, vertaous and kind, wearing but her 
owne proper haire, and luch garments as her friends 
eſtate will affoord, or whether ſhe loue to keepe 
within the houſe, and to the ſervants haue a watch- 
full eye, or if the haue a care whento ſpend & when 
to ſpare, and be content with what God doth fend, 
or if ſhe can ſhed no kind of vnſtained teares but 
when j'1{t cauſe of hearty ſorrow 18.8 that in wealth 
8 woe, infſickneſſe & in health ſhe will be all alike, 
ſuch 2 wite will make thee happy in thy choice. 

Although ſome happen on a devilliſh and vahap- 
py woman yet all men doe not fo, and ſich as hap- 


 pemlllitis isa warning to make them wyle, if they 


makea ſecond choice, not that all other ſhould hauz 


. the hike fortune, the ſunne ſhineth vponthe good 


and bad, and many a man happeneth ſooner ona 
ſhrew tha1a ſhip: Som? Uhrine by dicing, but nor 


'one in a1 hundreth, therefore dicing 1s 41 husban- 
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dry, ſomethriue by marriage, and yet many are yn- 
done by marriage, for marriage is eitherthe making 
or marring of many a man, and yet I will not lay 
but among duſt there is Pearle found, and in hard 
rockes Dyamounds of greateſt value, and foamong 
many women there are tome good, as that gracious 
and glorious Queene of all women kind the Virgin 
Mary the mother of all blefſe, what wun her ho- 
nour but an humble minde andher paines and loue 
ynto our Saviour Chr. 

Sara 1s commended for the earneſt loue that ſhe 
bare to her husband, not only for calling him Lord, 
but for many other qualities: Alſo S»ſama for her 
chaſtitie and for creeping on her knees to picaſe her 
husband, but there meaner Hiſtories which make 
mention of maiy others, as that of Demerryes how 
| ſhe was content to run Lackey by her husbands ſide. 

Likewiſe LZacretia for the lone and loyaltic thar 
ſhe bare to her husband, being vnkindly abuſed 
by an vnchaſt lecher againſt her will , thee pre- 
ſently flew her ſelfe in the preſence of many, ra- 
ther than ſhe wou'd cff-r her body againe to her 
husband being but one time defiled. 

It 1s recorded of an Earle called Guncalles,that y 
ponthe Kingsdiſpleaſure wascommutted ro priſon,” 
and his wite having liberty to viſit him in priſon, 
on a time ſhe cauſed him to pur off his apparell and 
|. to puton hers, ando by that meanes got out by the 
Porter and ſhe remaincd in priſon, and fo by this 
meanes he eſcaped the angry rage of his Prince, and 

aftcrwards his wife was delivered alſo. 
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Likewiſe it was no ſmall loue that Artymenes bare 
to her husband, for after his death ſhe built ſuch a 
* famous ſepulcher (and beſtowed the greateſt part 
_ of her wealth thereon ) in ſo much that atthis day 
it is called one of the ſeven great wonders of the 
World. 

Alſo Plinie makes mention ofa fiſher-man who 
dwelt neere vnto the ſeaſide, and he fell ſick of an 
yncurable diſcaſe, by which meanes he indured ſuch 
torment and paine, that it would haue grieued any 
creature to behold him, his caretull and foving wite 
laboured & travelled far and neare to procure his 
health againe, but at laſt ſeing all meanes in vaine, 
ſhe brake out with him in theſe words: Death at 
one time or another will come, and therefore rather 
then you ſhould any longer indure this miſerable 
life, Lam content that both of vs prevent death be- 
© - forehecome, 1o this poore grieved man did yeeld 
' to hercounſell, and they went foorth to the the top 
of an exceeding high Rock , and therethis wo- 
man bound herſelfe faſt to her hasband, and from 
thence caſting themſelues downe; ended their 


'.. lives rogethcr. 


Now 1 doe not commend this death to be godly, 
although it ſhewed grear loue in the woman, xa 
doubt burthe King ot era hada very kinde and 
louing wife as ſhall appeare, for when Alexander 
the great had depriued him of the greateſt part ofhis 
Kingdom, yet he bare it out very patiently witha 
raliantand manly courage, and without any ſhow 
_ of outward gricfc at all, but when newes was 
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brought him that his wife was dead, hee then moſt 
gricuoully brake into teares and wept bitterly, and 
with all he ſaid, that the lofle of his wholeking- 
dome ſhould not haue grieued hum ſo much, as the 
death ofthis wie. | 

It is alſo recorded of eAlexander, that at the 
death of his wife; hee made ſuch a kinde of forrow« 
full ſpeach for her, ſaying, Death were Kkinde if hee 
tooke nothing but that which.offendeth, but hee 
hath taken hir away which never offended,oh death 
thou haſt bercaued me ofthe berter part of my life. 

It is alſo ſaid of Valerie Haximus that he on a 
time finding two Serpents in his bed chamber be- 
ing ſtrongly amazed thereat, hee demaunded of the 
South-ſaters what it meaned? and they anſwered 
him: That of neceflity hee muſt kill one of them, 
and if hee had killed the male then he himſelfe muſt 
firſt dye, andifthe female then his wife ſhould dye 
before him, & becauſe he loued his wife berterthan 
himſelfe, hee moſt gricuouſly made choiſe of the 
male and killed him firſt, and ſhortly after he dyed 
leauing his wife a widdow. 

Such a kinde foole to his wife was Ada, for he 
was forbiddenon paine of death not to cate of the 
tree of good &euill,yet for all that Adam notwithe 
ſtanding to gratific his wines kindneſſz,and for loue 
hee bare her refuſed not to hazard his life by breach 
of that commandement. - 

Bur becauſe in al things there is a contrary which 
ſheweth the difference betwixt the goodaud the 
bad, cucnſo both of men and women there are con-" 
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trary ſortes of behaniour, if in thy choiſe thou hap- 
p<enon a good wife, deſire not to change, for there 
15 a proverb faycth, ſeldome commeth a better, and 
there 15 none poorer than thole that haue had man 
wiues, thou mayeſt beare a good affeRion towers 
thy wite, and yet let her not know it, thou maiſt 
lone her well and yet not carry her on thy backe, a 
man may loue his houſe well and yet not ride on the 
ridge, lone thy wite and ſpeake her faire, although 
thou but doc flatter her, for women loue to bee ac- 
counted beautifull, and to bee miſtreſſes of many 
maides, and to liue without controlement, & kinde 
words as much pleaſe a woman as any other thing 
viatiocuer, & a mans chicfeſt deſire ſhould be firſt 
the grace ofGod, aquietlife, and an honeſt wile, a 
good reportand a Fiend in ſtore, and then what 
necde a man to aske any more. | 
Saint Pax ſaith thoſe which marry doe well, but 
hee alſo faith, thoſe that marry not doe better, but 
yet alſo hee faicth that it is better to marry than to 
burne in luſt; A merry companion being asked by 
his friend why he did not marry, hee made this an- 
{were and ſaid; That hee had beene in Bedlam two 
or three times, and yet hee was never ſo mad to 
marry, and yet there is no joy nor pleaſure in the 
world which may bee comparcd to marriage , fo 
the parties are of neere equall yeares and of good 
qualities, then good fortune and badde is welcome 


to them, both their cares arec<quall, and their joycs' 


equall, come what will all is welcome and all is com 
mon betwixt them, the husband doth honour and 
reVErence 
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reuerence her, and if hee bee richhe committeth al 
ap to her keeping, and if hee bee poore and 
in aduerſity, then hee bearcth but the one halfe of 
the griefe, and furthermore ſhee will comfort him 
Wwithall the comfortable meane ſhe can deuiſe, and 
if hee will ſtay ſollitarie in his houſe ſhe will keepe 
him company, if he will walke into the fieldes, why 
ſhee will goe with him, and it het bee abſent from 
home, ſhee {igheth often and wiſheth his preſence, 
being come home hee findeth content ſitting, ſmyl- 
ing in cuery corner of his houſc to gine him a kinde 
anda hearty welcome home, and ſhee receiucth 
him with the beſt & greateſt joy that ſhe can, many 
are the joyes and {weet pleatures in marriage, as in 
our children, being young they play, prattle, laugh, 
and ſheweth vs many pretty toyes to moue ys to 
mirth & laughter, & when they are bigger growne 
and when age or pouecrty hath afflicted the Parents, 
then they ſhew the duty of children in relecuing 
their old aged parents with what they can ſhift for, 
and when their parents are deade they bring thcm 
to the earthfrom whencethey came. 
Yet now conſider on the other fide, when a wrin- 
Kled and toothles woman ſhall take a beardlcfle boy 
(a ſhortrale to make of it ) there can be no liking 
nor loving betweene ſuch contraries, but continuall 
ſtrife & debate, ſolikewiſe when matches are made 
by the Parents, and the dowery told and paid betore 
the young couple haue any knowledge of it, and fo 
many times are forced againſt their minds, fearin 
the rigour and diſpleaſure of their Parcnts, they of- 
ren 


; 


often promiſe with their mouths that which they 
retuſe with their hearts. 


Alfo if a man marry a wiſe for faire lookes with= 


out dowrie, then their lone will ſoone waxe cold, 
in ſomuch that they vſe them-not like wines but ra- 
ther like kitchinſtuffe, whereas thoſe which marry 
rich wiues haue alwaies ſomething to bee in loue 
withall; It is a common thing now a dayes, that 
faire women without riches find more lovers 
than husbands. | 
Chooſe not a wife too faire, nor too foule, nor too 
rich, tor if ſhe be faire, every one will be catching 


at her, and if ſhe be too foule, a man will have no 


mind to loue her which no body likes, and if too 


rich, thou thinkeſt to marry with one which thou 


meanett to- make thy companion, thou ſhalt find 
hera commaunding miſtreſle; ſo that riches cauſeth 


a woman to be proud, beauty makes her to be ſul- | 


pected, and hard favored maketh her to be hated. 
Therefore chooſe a wife young, well borne, and 
well brought vp, reaſonable rich, and indifferent 
beautifill, and of good wit and capacitie; alſo in 


choiſe of a wife a man ſhould note the honeſty of 


the parents, for it is a liklyhood that thoſe children 
which are vertnouſly brought vp will follow the 
ſteppes of their Parents, but yet many a tree is ſpot- 
led 11 the hewing, there are ſome which haue but 
one onely daughter, and they are fo blinded 
with thy extreame loue they beare her, that they 
will not haue her hindred of her will whatſoever 


ſhe defireth, fo ſuffering her to liue in all wanton 
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pleaſure and delicacy, which afterwards tntnethto 


be the cauſe of many inconvenzences. 
Now the Facher before he marry nis daughter, 

is to ſift thro. ghly the qualities, b.haviour, a..d 

lite of his Sonne in law, for he which mceteth with 


' acivill and an honeſt fonnein law g:ttecha 200d 


ſonne, and he which meeteth with un uli one, catt<rh 
away his daughter. = 
The husband muſt provide to fatisfie the honeſt - 

defires of his wife, ſo that neither by neceſſity nor 
ſuperfluity by the occaſion to,worke hcr diſhonour, 
for both want and plenty,both caſe & diſeaſe ma'.es 
ſome women oftentimes vnchaſt: and againe many 
tymcs the wife ſeeing the husband to rake no care 
for her, making velike this reckoning thatno body 
clic will cate tor her or deſire her: but to couclude 
this point, ſhe only isto bc accounted honeſt, who 


1} having liberty to doe amiſſe yer doth itnor. 


Againe, a man ſhould thus account of his wife, as 
the only treaſure he enjoycth vpon earth, and hee 
muſt alſo account that there 1s nochitig more dueto 
the wife.chai the fithtull,honeſt, mn 
pany ofthe hu*band, he onghc alſo in figne of loge 


to impart his ſ{ecreets aad counſell ynto his wife, 
for many haue found much comfort and profic by: - 


taking their wines counfell, and if thou impartany 
ill hap to thy wife, ſheligteneth thy griete, either 
by comforting thee lovingiy, or elſe by bearing a 


| parttherofpiriently:Alfo it chou eſpic a fault in thy 


wife, thou maſt not rebuke her angerly or reproch- 
fully, but onely fecreatly berwixc you two, alwaies 
| E 
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remembring that thon muſt neither chide nor play 
with thy wite before company, thoſe that play and 
dally.with them before company , they doe there- 
by ſet other mens teeth on edge, and make their 
wes the leffſe ſhamefaſt. 


It behooveth the married manalwaties to ſhew 4 


himſelfe in ſpeech and countenance both gentle and 
amiable, for if a woman of modeſt behaviour ſeeth 
aly groleincivilitie in her hasband,ſhe dothnot on- 


ly abhorreit but alſo thinketh with her ſelfe that o- | 


ther men are more diſcreete & better brought yp, 
therefore it ſtandeth him to be civill and modeſt in 
his doings, leaſt he offend the chaſtthoughts of his 
wife, to whoſe liking ne onget to confirmehimſelfe 
t1 all honeſt and reaſonable things, and to take heede 
of every thing which may miſkke her. 

Why ſome men louetheir lovers better than their 
hasbands, the reafon is, the lover in the preſence of 
his lady is very curious of his behaviour, that he v- 
ſeth no vnſcemely geſtures, whereby there may no 
ſuſpition of jealoulie, or any acception to be taken 
by any thing he doth: it behooveth every woman 
to haue a great regard to her behaviour, & to keepe 
her ſelfe out of the fire, knowing that a woman of 
ſuſpeted chaſtitic liveth but in a miſerable caſe, for 
there is but a ſmall difference by being naught and 
being thought nought, and when ſhe heareth other 
women ill ſpoken off, let her think 1n her minde 


what may be ſpoken of her, for when a womaa hath ||. 
gotten an ill name, whether it be deſervedly or with 
Our caule, yet ſhe ſhall have much adoe to recover 


againe 


| 


— 
. 
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-ard and teſty: the Pong made him this anfwere, 
-, - . | 


agairie het hononr and credit thereof: let a woman | 
avoide fo much as tay be the company of a wo- || 
man which hath an ill name, for many of them ir - 
deayour by their evill faſhions and d:ſhon Afi tre: 
to bring others to doe asthey doe, & may v' the 1, 
with in their hearts that all womett were ini to 
them(clues: it may be faid of many wornen rhat the. 
feathers are more worth than the bird: , the: c. 
fore it behooveth every woman to behane heric./z 
ſo ſober & chaſt in countenance and ſpeach, that no 
man may be {o bold as to aſfaile her: for con:mon- 
ly Caſtics,ifrhey came onceto parlte, are at point to 
yeeld, therefore jf a woman by chance be ſet vpon 
let her make this an{were, when I was a 'maide I 
was at the diſpoſition of my parents, but now 1am 
married I am atthe pleaſure of my husband, therc- 
fore-you were beſt ſpeake tohimand to know his 


- minde what I ſhall doe, and if her husband be out 


of the way, let her alwaics behane herſelfe as if 


' he were preſent. 


Alſo a woman may conſider, if her hasband bee. 
cholorick and haſty, ſhe muſt overcome him with 
mild ſpeach,and if hechjde ſhe muſt hold her peace, 
for theanſwere of a wiſe woman is ſilence, and thee 
muſt ſtay to vtter her minde, vatill he be appeaſed 
of his fary_and at quiet, for if women many tymes 
would hold their tonsues they might beat quiet: 
There was a very angry cupple married :ogether, 
and a friend being with themar ſapper, asked them {| 
how they could agree together being both fo frow- | 


when. 


when I am angry my wife beareth with me, and 
when ſhe is angry | beare with her, for with what 
hcart cana man ſo much as toucha haire of his wines 
head, ( Imeane rigorouſly ) tor the husbang ought 


torebuke her with words iccretly, and {ccke to re | 


forme her by good countaile, he ought to lay before 
her the ſhame of ill doing,and the praile of well do- 
ing, if this will not ſerue yct, he ought rather pati- 
cncly to forbeare her, than rigorou{lic to beate her; 
tor the is flcſh of thy fleſh, and there is no man ſo 
fooliſh to hurt his owne fleſh, a man ought to bee 
a comlorter of his wife, but then he ought not to be 
a tormentor of her, for with what face cana man 
imbrace that body which his hands hath battered & 
bruiſed, or with what heart can a woman loue that 
man which can find in his heart to beat her. 

Alſo when a man findeth a painefull and a carcfull 
woman, which knoweth when to ſpend and when 
to ſpare, and to keepe the houſe in good order,then 
the husband will not deny ſuch a wite any neceſſa- 
ry thing belonging to the houſe: but if ſhe be alight 
houſewife, who liveth without doing of "ny thing, 
without caring for husband, chiidren,or fervants, 

or any other thing belonging to the honſe, thereby 
ſhewing although her body be in the houſe, her 
minde 1s abroad, which redowneth to her ſhame & 
to her husbands great hinderance, for whenthe Mi- 
ſres is occupied in vanity, the ſervants care lefle 


for her profit but looke to their owne,for while the * 


Miſſrefle playeth,the mayden ftrayeth. 
' + Buttlk&{ men are to be labghed at, yvho Laving a 
| | v viſe 
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vvithin. doores vvhich belongs for a Woman to 
doe, yet the husband yvill ſet hennes abroad, ſcafon 
the pot, and drefle the meate, or any the like vvork 
vvhich belongeth nor to the man. Sch husbands 


' many times offend their yyiues greatly, and they 


vvrong themſelues; for if they vyere imployed a- 
broad-in matters belonging to meu they vvould be 
the more deſirous being come home to take their 
caſe, than to trouble their vviues and ſeryants in. 
medling vvith their matters, for the rule and go- 
vernment of the houſe belongeth to thy vvike. 
And hee that hath a wife of his owne and goeth 
to another woman, is like a rich. thiefe which will 
ſteale when hee hath no ncede. | 
Amongſt all the creatures that God hath created 
there is none more ſubjetto miſery than a womia, 
eſpecially thoſe that are fruitfull ro beare children, 
for they haue ſcarcea months reſt in a whole yeare, 
bur are continually ouercome with paine, forrowe 
& feare as indeed the danger of child-bearing mutt 
needs bea great terror to a womi which are coun» 
ted weake veffells, inreſpet of men, and yer it 1s 
ſapoſed that there is no diſeaſe that a man indureth, 
that is one halfc fo grieuous or painefull as child- 
bearing 1s:toa woman; Let 1t bee the tooth-ache, 
goute or collick, nay ifa man had all theſe at once, 
yetnothing comparable to a womans paine 1n her 


,|- rrauaile with childe. 


Now ifthoulike not my reaſons to expell lone, 
then thou mayeſt try O-ids arte-who preſcribes a 
FF B23 ſale 


vviſe and a firfficient vviſe to doe all evvorks. 


"ated 


falue for ſuch a ſote, for hee counſels thoſe: which 
feces this horrible heate,to coole their flames with 
hearbs which are coldeof nature, as Rew & Lettis, 
and other hearbes too long to reſite; alſo hee faith, 


thou ſhouldeſt obſtaine from exceſle of meate and | 


drinke,tor that provokes thy minde greatly tolufts 
allo to hunt, to hawke, to ſhaot, to bowe,to run,to 
wraſtle and ſome other play, for this will keepe thy 
minde from thinking of luſt: alſo ſhun ſloarhtullnes 
and jdlenes, ſor thete are the onely nurces of loue, 
cſchew malancholly or ſadnes & keepe merry.com» 
pany,turne thy eyes from theplace where bewitch- 
10g ipiritsare, leaſt the rememberance doe increaſe 
and rubbthy galled minde: alſo to efchew the place 
where thou dideſt Grit feele the: fire that burnech 
thy minde with ſich vaquiet thought ;, Likewiſe 
faith he, beware thoudonot twilſe perute the tecrer 
fattering letters ofthy ſuppoſed friendly joy, for if - 
thou doe not refule the ya VIEW thenel. it will 

much increaſe thy griefe, dolour and:annoy: wie no 
talke of her whomethouloueth, nor once name her, 
for that will increaſe thy care, by thinking-in thy 
minde that thou beholdeſt her face ; but tome are 
perſwaded that no rules of reaſon can alvvage this 
griefc, for loue is lavviles and obeyes no lavve, /no 
nor yet nocounfell can perſ{vvadenor take effect or 
ſubdue the aff-Hion ofhis beyvitched ſpirits. Far- 
the: more Omid preſcribes other reaſons to expell 


the heat of loue, for vyhereloue 1s ſetled the louers | 


are many times hindred oftheir purpoſe :Sometims 
for vvant of friends conſent , or diſtance of place ; 


then | 


—_— 
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then and inſich a caſe his counfll is to lone tvys 
or three, for loue being ſo diuided, makes the tone 
of onethe lefſe thought vpon: orelle faith hee fatif- 
fie thy luſt ypon fomeanother dame; for it vvil allo 
helpe to vvearethe former love oat of thy minde; 
Loe thus Oxid ſhot but yet hee miſt the marke, nor 
for want of learning but for want of grace, for grace 
ſubduaes and treads all yices ynder toote, although 
morall meanes doth preſcribe diuerſe other diers 
to vvaſtethe heate of loucs defire,as long abence 
from the place vvhere thy liking liues,for the coals 
of company doth kindle and heacte the heart, that 
vvith abſence vvould be yoid of harme, for 4bſence 
doth quallifie that fire & coole the minde of thofe 
vehich many timesthe company of vvantons dog 
vvarme,for hethat doth not ſhun the place yvyhere 


| Fenminherglory firs, hathno care of himſetfe bur 
| {affers herro ſappriſe his vvirs. 


T he Bearbiting or the vanity of Widdowes: 
chooſe you Whether. 


V Oe bee vnto that vnfortunate man that 
| ma:cheth himfc}fe ynto a vveddovy, for 2 
vvedovy, vvill bee the caufe of a'thoyſand yyoes, 
yet there are many that doe vviſh themſelues no 
worſe matched than toa rich widow, butthou doſt 
not know what griefes thou joynes with thy gain-s., 


5 forifſhe be rich ſhe wilt looke to governe, & if ſhe 


be poore then art thon plagued both with beggery 


; & bondage 3 againe, thy panes will be dout:le it) > | 
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gard ofhim which *marricth with a maide, for thou 


mult ynicearnethy widow,aud make her torger her 
former corrupt and ditorderd :ehaviour, the which 
if thoutake vpon thee todo,thou hadit even as good 
vndertake to waſh a Bia.xamoie white, tor com- 
monly widowes are {o troward, to watpith and fo } 
ſtubborne, that thou canſt not wreſt them trem their 
wills, and 1} thou think co mai.c her good by ſtripes 
thou mult beate her to deach. Ouc having married 
with a froward widow, ſhe calicd ham ttzecte aid 
many ocher vnbappy names, ſo he tooke her and cut 
the tongue out of So head , Lut the ever attcr- 
wards would make the figne of the gallowes 
with hcr fingcrs to him. | 
It is ſeldome orneyer icene that a man marrieth 
with a widoiv for her beauty nor for her perionage, 
bur only for her wealth and riches, and if (he bee 
rich and beautifull withai!l, then thou matchcſt thy | 
fe.tc to a ſhe devill, for ſhe will goe like a Peacock 
and thou like. a, Woodcock, for ſhe will h:de her 
money to maintaine her pride: ad it thou at any 
time art deſirous to be merry in hcr company, ſhe 
will fay thou, art merry becauſe thou haſt gotten a 
wife that 15 able to maintaine thee, whcre before 
thou was a begger and hadſt nothing: and if rhou 
ſhew thy ſclfe fad, ſhe will fav, thou art fad, becauſe 
thou canſt not bury her thereby to injoy that which 
ſhe harh: if thou make proviſion to tare well inthy 
houſz, ſhre, will bid thee ſpcad that which thou , 
broughteſt thy ſeife, | fb 
If thou ſhew thy ſelf: ſparing, ſhe will fay, thou 
| ſhalt 


it thoudoc anything contrary to her minde, the will 
fay, her other husband was 'more kinde: if thou 
chaunce to dine from home, ſhe will bid thee goe 
fjup with thy harlots abroad: it thon goc abroad & 
{pend any thing bctore thou commelt home, ſhe will 
ſay, a begger found thce,/anda beggerthou meanſt 
to leaue me: if thou Ray alwaies at home, ſhe will 
ſay, thou art happy that haſt gotren a wite that 1s 
able to maintatne thee 1fle: 1f thou carue her the 
beſt morf{cll on the table, though the take ir, yet ſhe 
will rakeit {cornefuily, and fay, ſhe had a husband 
that would let her cut where ſhe liked her ſclte. 
And if thon come in well diſpoſed, thinking to be 
merry, and intreating her with faire words, ſhe will 
call thee difſemvling hypocrite, ſaying, thou ſpca- 
keſt me faire with thy. tongue bur thy heart is 0n 
thy miaions abroad. Loe theſe are the frantick tricks 
of ftroward widowes, they are neither well/full nor 
faſting, they will neither goe to Church nor ſtay at 
home, 1 meane 1n regard of their impatient minds, 
for a man ſhall neither be quiet in her fight nor our 
of her ſight, tor if thowi be in her ſight, ſhe will vexe 
thee as betore ſaid, and out of her fight thy owne 
conſcience will torment. and trouble thy mind to 
think on the purgatory, which perforce thou muſt 
* 1ndure when thon commeſt home, TION 
She will make Clubs trump, when thou haſt ne- 
ver. a black card in thy hand, for with her cruell 
tongue ſhe will ring thee ſuch a peale; that one 
' would'think the devill yere come from hell; ver 
TINLS 


ſhalt not pinch her of that which is her owne, and © 


' this thou ſhalt hauea brended flat, like a hellhagse 
with a paire of pappes like a paire of dung-pots 
ſhall bring in thy Thr, for thy widow will not 
truſt thee-with a wench that is hanfome inthy houſe 
now if that ypon juſt occaſion thou throweſt the 
platters at the maides head, ſeeing thy meat brought 
12 by ſach a flutte and © fluttifhly dreſt, then will 
thy widdow take pepper inthe noſe, and ſtampe, 
and ſtare, and looke fo ſower, 2s if the had come 
but even then from cating of Crabs, ſaying, if thon 
hadſt not married with me thou wouldeſt beene 
glad of the worſt morſell that is heere, then thou 
aoaine replying faydſt, if I had not beene ſo madde, 
the devill himſelfe would not haue had thee, and 
then without cauſe thou blameſt her of old age and 
jealouſie,and for hiding of money, and by convay+ 
ing away of her goods which thou haſt bought with 
the diſpleaſure of thy friends and difcredite ro thy 
ſelfe, in regard ofher yeares; then againe ſhe on the 
other ſide runneth out to her neighbours, and there 
ſhe thundreth out a thouſand injuries that thon doft 
her, faying, my Corne he (endeth to the market, & 
my Cattell to the faire, and looke what hee openly 
findeth he taketh by force, and what I hide ſecreets» 
ly he privily ſtealeth it away, and playeth away all 
my money at dice, Loe thus he conſummeth my 
ſtbſtance, and yet hateth my perſon, no longer then 
1 feede him with money can I enjoy his company, 


now he hath that he ſought, for he giveth me no- 


thing elſc buc froward anſweres and foule viage, 
gnd yet God knowes of pure louc I married _ 
| t] 
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with. nothing, but now his ill husbandry is like to 
bring to ruine both meand my children, but now | 
all this while ſhe doth not forget to tell of her owne 
good houſewitery, faying , 1 fit working all day 
at my needle, or at my diſtaffe, and hee like 

' an vnthrift;, and a whoremonger runneth at ran» 
dome, thus they are alwayes ſtretching: their dc- 
bate vpon the racke of yengeance, 

Loe heere is a life, but it is as weartſome as hell, 
for if thou kiſſe in the morning being friends, yet 
ere noone ready to throwe the houſe out at the win- 
dowe. The Papifts affirme that Heauen is won by 
Purgatory,but in my minde a man ſhall nener come 
into a worſe Purgatory thento bee match with a 
froward widowe: Hee that matcheth himſelfe ro a 
widowe and three children, matcheth himſelfe to 
foure theeues. One hauing married with a wedow, 
it was his lncke to bury her, but not before he was 
fore vexed;with her, for afterwards he lying on his 
death-bed,his friends exhorted him to pray to God 
that his ſoule might reſt in Heaven, and he asked 
© them this queſtion, whether ( faid he ) doe you 
thinke my wife is gone? and they ſaid vnto htm, 
no doubt but that your wiſe is gone to Heaven be, 
fore you, hee replyed, I care not whether I goeſfo 
I goe not where my wife is , for fcareI meete with 
her and bee yexed with heras I haue beene heere- 
tofore. 

Another having married with a wedowe being 
one day ata Sermon heard the preacher fay, who- 
ſoever will bee fgued let him take vp his crefſe and 
follow 


— 


" follow mee, and this mad felfowafter Serinon was 


ended tooke his wife vpon his backe and came to 
the Preacher and aid, heere is my croſle, Iam ready 
to foll--w. thee whether thou wilt. 

Another hauing married with a widowe which 
ſhewed herſelſe lixc a Saint abroad but a Devyill at 
home .a friend of hir hasbands told him that he had 
gotten hun a good, ſtill andquict wite, yea marry, 
quoth the matried man you ſee my ſhooe 1sfaire 
and new, but yet you know not where 1t pin- 
cheth mee. | 

Another merry companion hauing married with 
a widowe, & carying her ouer the Seca ihto France 
there {odainely arole a great ſtorme, in ſo much that 
they wereall in danger of drowning the maiſter of 


the Ship called vnto the marriners and bad them 


take and throwe ouer bord all the heauieſt goodes 
inthe Ship, this married man hearing him ſay fo, 
hee tooke his widow and threw her.ouer-boord, 
and being asked the reaſon why hee dido, he (aid 
that henever felt any thing inall his like that was fo 
heauy to him as ſhee had beene. 


- 


- .. Another hauing married with a widow, & with 


in a whiicafter they were married, ſhee went out 
1ato the garden, & there finding her husbands ſhirr 
hang cloſe on the hedge by her maides ſmocke, ſhe 
weat preſently & hanged herſelfe for a jealous con- 
ceitthat ſhee tooke, and a merry fellow asked the 
caule why ſhee hanged herſelfe, and being toldthat 
It was for jcalouſie; 1 would faid hee tlat all trees 
did brate ſuch fruit, | 


Thou | 


Thou maift thinke that I haneſpoken iriough 
concerning Widowes, but the turther I runne aiter 
them the turther I am from them, for thcy are the 
ſumme of the ſeayen deadly fſinnes, the Ficnds of 
Sathan and the gates of Hell; Now mee thiketh I 
heare ſome ſay vnto mee, that I ſhould haue toid 
them this lcflon ſooner, for too late come:ih medi- 
Cine when the patient is dead, even fo too late com- 
meth counfaile when it is paſt remedy,bur it 1s ber- 
ter late thennever, for it may be a warning to make 
others wiſe. 

But why doe I make ſo long a haruett of ſolittle 
corne? {eing the corne is bad my harucſt ſhall ceaſe, 
for ſo long as women doc ill, they muſt nor think e 
to be well ſpoken of,it you would be well reported 
of or kcept like the Roſe ,when it hath loſt the co- 
lour, then you ſhould fmell ſweet 1n the bud as the 
Role doth, or ifthou would be taſted for old wine 
you ſhould bee ſwcete ar the friſt, like a peaſant 
Grape, hen ſhuld you be cheriſhed for yuur courte» 
ſie, and comforted for your honeſty, fo thould you 


bee preſcrued like the ſweer Roſe, and cftecmcd of 


as pleaſant wine, but to what purpoſe doc | goe a- 
bout to inſtruct you knowing thar ſuch as counſel 
the dcuill can never amend him of his cuil!. 

And fo praying thoſe which haue already made 
their choyte and tecne the troubles and felt che tor- 
ments that is with women; to take it mcerrily, and 
' toeſteeme of this booke oncly as the royes ot an 


zdle head, 


Now 


Ce. a CEE ITT 


Norl would not haue women murmer againſt 
me, for that I haue not writen more bitterly againſt 
men, for it is a very hard winter when 
one Woolfe cateth another, and it is 
alſo an ill bird that defileth her owne 
neft, and a moſt vnkinde part it 
were for one man to ſpeake 
ill of another. 
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